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You chose your motor car because you are an 
astute judge of quality and value. 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley owners are intelligent 
people. Your vehicle also offers you a pride of 
ownership well beyond that experienced by owners 
of ordinary motor cars. 


That pride of ownership comes from many factors, 
quality craftsmanship, engineering excellence, 
perhaps a sense of motoring history, or fulfilment of 


a long held dream. 


Everyone at FOX, ROLLS-ROYCE & BENTLEY 
appreciates the importance to owners in maintaining 


a 100% genuine Rolls-Royce or Bentley. 


They also understand owners expect value for money 
as well as quality when it comes to vehicle servicing 


and replacement parts. 


Now, thanks to some significance price reductions 
in the cost of many normal genuine service parts 
supplied by Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd, 
FOX, ROLLS-ROYCE & BENTLEY has been able 


to reduce the cost of many scheduled services. 


Your choice of vehicle has now become an even 
more astute investment. 


SHADOW I & SHADOW II 


SPECIAL OFFERS, PARTS AND LABOUR ALL INCLUSIVE 


SUSPENSION 


Replace front suspension lower control arm rear pins & bushes 
Replace front suspension lower control arm front pins & bushes 
Replace front suspension lower control arm front and rear pins & bushes 


BRAKES 


Replace hydraulic front brake calliper hoses 
Replace hydraulic rear brake calliper hoses 
Replace brake actuation hoses 

Overhaul hydraulic front brake callipers 
Replace brake master cylinder 


OTHER 


Overhaul height control levelling valve 
Overhaul hydraulic ram 


$1250 
$1250 
$2350 


$450 
$450 
$160 
$575 
$430 


$250 
$450 


EXCHANGE FACTORY STEERING RACK 


All models 1977-1996 


*plus fitting kit if applicable 


$4250 plus fitting* 


SCHEDULED SERVICE 


MODEL 


Shadow | 
Bentley TI 


Shadow II 
Bentley TII 


Spirit/Spur 
Mulsanne 


Non EFI 


Spirit/Spur 
Mulsanne/8 
EFI 


Spirit/Spur 
Bentley Brooklands 
EFI 93-98 


INTERNAL/TYPE 


5,000km 
10,000km 
20,000km 


5,000km 
10,000km 
20,000km 


5,000km 
10,000km 
20,000km 


A 86-91 C 92-93 
B 86-91 1 92-93 
C 86-91 2 92-93 


COST 


$390 
$830 
$1700 
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Annual Branch Reports 
Foundation Corner 

Books The latest titles reviewed 
Letters to the Editor 

Market Place 


ARTICLES 


Glimpses into the past 
Continuing Tom Clarke’s series, here he tells 
how young Henry Royce lost his job 


The 41st Annual Federal Rally 
Kerry Ely vividly describes the 1999 Federal 
Rally in Canberra, with contributions from 
George Shores and George Forbes 
on aspects of the Rally 


Have you visited your 
CLUB INTERNET WEBSITE? 


http://www.rroc.org.au 


Front Cover Photo: 


Before 1992 it was unknown for a pre-war (Derby) Bentley to be Overall Winner of 
a Federal Concours. In the few years since then, however, no fewer than three 
have achieved that distinction, which reflects the esteem in which these charming 
and delightful cars are now held. This year’s Overall Winner was John & Elizabeth 
Milverton’s 1939 44 Litre Vanden Plas drophead coupé, B177MX, one of the 
famous and sought-after overdrive 'M’ series cars. It has been steadily accumulat- 
ing awards for several years, gradually improving and building up to Overall 
Winner. The Milvertons took home the Overall Winner's Trophy last year, too (with 
their Silver Ghost 61B). Where fo from here?! Photo taken by the Editor at Rally HQ. 
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FROM the EDITOR 


PRAECLARVM 


Editorial change of address 


No, we’re not moving. Manuela and | 
are far too set in our ways for that. How- 
ever, the local council in its infinite wisdom 
has seen fit to give official status to the 
previously unofficial name of the road 
where we live, and to allocate a number 
to our property. Also, since the address is 
changing anyway, we have taken the 
opportunity to choose a new property 
name. From July, therefore, the Editorial 
address will be: 

‘Arcadia’ 

177 Old South Road 

Yarra via Goulburn 

New South Wales 2580 

Email: mmabennett@hotmail.com 
As before, however, matters pertaining to 
the PRAECLARUM mailing list such as 
changes of address, notification of non- 
receipt of an issue and the like, should still 
be directed to your overworked Branch 
Secretary. 


PRAECLARUM back-issues 


Back-issues of PRAECLARUM are now 
handled by the Foundation. Most issues 
from 1984 onwards are available, and 
some from before that. Enquiries should 
be directed to Foundation Trustee David 
Vann, P.O. Box 4, Chermside South, 
Qld 4032 or FAX 07-3865-4822. 


Mystery PI 

Nobody claimed the prize for identify- 
ing the mystery Phantom! onp.3317 of the 
last issue, which is surprising because it is a 
well-known car. Most members, however, 


k 


The marvellous new book Rolls-Royce and Bentley in the Sunburnt Country: the first fifty years 


in Australia was launched at the Federal Rally in Canberra. Sir Henry Royce Foundation Chairman 
David Jones is seen (centre) with co-authors David Neely (left) and Tom Clarke (with book). 
Photo by George Forbes. See also p.3353 and full review p.3374. 


would not know It in the form seen in the 
picture. | didn’t! 

itis in fact 48UF, owned by W.A. Branch 
President Val Keogh. It looks very different 
today with its Roger Fry replica of a 
Brewster ‘Ascot’ phaeton body. When the 
chassis came new to Australia in 1927 for 
the Nicholas C Aspro’) family it was fitted 
with a saloon body by Martin & King. The 
body in the picture was its second, a Win- 
dovers limousine built for the same owner. 

These are the kinds of facts you will 
have at your fingertips after you have pur- 
chased your copy of the wonderful book 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley in the Sunburnt 


Western Australia Branch President Val Keogh’s 1927 Phantom | (48UF) as it looks today, with 


its Roger Fry replica of a Brewster ‘Ascot’ phaeton body. See ‘Mystery PI’ above. 
” fi ’ <p Z 


Country by Tom Clarke and David Neely 
and published by the Sir Henry Royce 
Foundation. To order your copy please 
contact Foundation Trustee David Vann, 
P.O. Box 4, Chermside South, Qld 4032, 
FAX 07-3865-4822. Payment ($165 plus $20 
post & packing) may be made by cheque 
or money order, or by Visa, Bankcard or 
Mastercard. 


2004 


Several members have been asking 
about arrangements for the Centennial 
luncheon to be held on May 4th, 2004 at 
the Midland Hotel in Manchester. | have 
been advised by the R.R.E.C. that the 
Midland will not take a firm booking that 
far in advance. Details will, however, be 
made known once they are available. 

This luncheon will occur precisely 100 
years after, and in the same place where 
C.S. Rolls and F.H. Royce first met. They 
had taken lunch at the Midland immedi- 
ately before the Royce 10 h.p car was 
shown and demonstrated to a favourably 
Impressed Rolls. An historic meeting if ever 
there was one! 


Car eligibility 

As a Federal Delegate | am occasion- 
ally asked about the eligibility or otherwise 
of the emerging breed of VW-"Bentley” 
cars. | can only reply that the Federal 
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After years of the ‘kneeling’ type Spirit of Ecstasy mascot being optional (1934-39) and standard (1946-55) the original standing pattern, cast in 


stainless steel, was reintroduced for the Silver Cloud and subsequent models. These four examples show the extent to which she could vary from 
car to car even in the post-war period. From left to right the pictures show: Bob & Dawn Skillen’s 1957 Silver Cloud | (SED51) with the Spirit proudly 
looking straight ahead down the road, and her feet well forward on the base; Martyn Stafford-Bell’s 1965 Silver Cloud Il! (SJR309) with its figurine 
slightly further back on her base and leaning forward just a touch to look at the road closer to the front of the car; Bryce & Marcia Ronning’s 1974 
Silver Shadow (SRH19405) showing a more extreme example of the Spirit leaning forward to peer down to the road straight in front of the car; and 
George & Laraine Shores’s 1978 Silver Shadow |! (SRH34273), the mascot of which has reverted to a very similar stance to that of SJR309. The 
owners of all of these excellent examples of Rolls-Royce motor cars are A.C.T. Branch members. Photos by the Editor. 


the Federal Council has postponed any 
decision on this as premature at this stage. 

Fair enough, but there are as many 
members anxious about the risk of non- 
Rolls-Royce related cars coming into the 
Club as there are those who don’t seem 
particularly concerned. The argument 
goes that as we don’t accept pre-Rolls- 
Royce Bentleys, why would we want to 
accept postRolls-Royce “Bentleys”? Why 
indeed. 


Bitten off more than it can chew? 


Reports in the U.K. that Rover Group 
parent company BMW Is demanding up 
to £200 million of British tax-payers’ money 
to keep Rover’s Longbridge plant open, 
with a direct threat to thousands of Jobs, 
naturally leads one to wonder about the 
same company’s plans for the Rolls-Royce 
marque. Will BMW seek to dip into tax- 
payers’ fundsto keep production of “Rolls- 
Royce” cars in Britain? 

This raises yet another question mark 
against the: future of the Rolls-Royce 
marque. So far, to its credit, the U.K. 
government has called BMW’‘s bluff on 
Longbridge, and it has even been 
suggested in CAR magazine that nation- 
alising Rover (again!) would be preferable 
to meeting BMWs demands. 

Reports have also been circulating 
that two giant U.S. car makers (Ford and 


General Motors) are both looking at a full takeovers, but in this instance it can’t 
takeover of BMW. Normally I’m suspicious happen soon enough! 
of these huge corporate mergers and Martin Bennett 


Two whimsical mascots: Toad of Toad Hail, seen on a Silver Ghost at a R.R.E.C. Annual Rally, 
and the ‘Bat out of Hell’, on Silver Ghost 69TW, owned by British MP Alan Clark. Photographs 
by (left) Jim Kelso (N.S.W.) and (right) Klaus-Josef RoBfeldt (Germany). 


Ce 
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FROM the FEDERAL PRESIDENT 


Canberra Federal! Rally 

Congratulations to our A.C.T. Branch 
friends for their superb efforts in hosting the 
4lst Federal Rally in Canberra. No doubt 
the full report in this edition of 
PRAECLARUM will outline the innovative 
approach andhospitality that marked this 
as a most enjoyable Federal Rally. 

As this is my first report as Federal Presi- 
dent, | must express my thanks to the 
Federal Delegates and their Branches for 
electing me to this position. With new 
Federal Treasurer Bryan Inder, and with 
Kim Stapleton continuing as Federal 
Secretary, every effort will be made to 
continue the good work of lan Dunn and 
the outgoing Federal Executive. 

Special mention should be made of 
the Concours judges for their careful and 
considerate evaluation of the entries, and 
for their friendly assistance to all entrants. 
As has always been the case, entrants 
agree that in entering the Concours they 
are bound to accept the judges’ decision 
as final, and that no correspondence or 
discussion will be entered into. 


New books 

Special mention should be made of 
the historic work of Tom Clarke and David 
Neely in their joint authorship of Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley in the Sunburnt 


Couniry. This truly monumental work, 
detailing the first fifty years of the marques 
in this country, will be of enormous assist- 
ance to all enthusiasts and students of the 
marques, as well as providing countless 
hours of absorbing and pleasant reading. 
The Sir Henry Royce Foundation, and the 
Trustees in particular, should be highly 
commended for their underwriting of the 
publication of this great work. To those 
who have yet to acquire a copy, | suggest 
prompt action to avoid missing out, as | 
understand the print run was quite limited. 
The authors have advised that they are 
very keen to receive further information to 
assist them in further refining the already 
amazing detail in this fascinating history. 

Mention should also be made of 
another outstanding book, published 
about the same time, Silver Ghosts of 
Australia and New Zealand by lan Irwin. 
Researching and writing this book has 
occupied a great deal of lan’s time over 
several decades. A wonderful book highly 
recommended to all enthusiasts. Both 
books are reviewed in this edition of 
PRAECLARUM. 


Club history 

All Branches are currently preparing 
histories of their Branches for collation into 
a comprehensive history of the Club by 


the Foundation. | wish all Branch historians 
all the best in their endeavours, which are 
no doubt very time consuming but vital in 
preserving our history for the benefit of 
present and future members. 


Happy moforing, 
George Forbes 


As this issue of PRAECLARUM went to press, 
our new Federal President George Forbes 
and First Lady Fiona were fouring Ireland 
and the U.K. with the R.R.E.C. 20 Horse- 
power Register, in their 20 h.p. ‘skiff’ 
GOK74, — Ed. 


ANNUAL REPORTS of the BRANCHES 


Australian Capital Territory 


The past year was one of building an- 
ticipation towards the 1999 Federal Rally 
in Canberra. However, this pre- 
occupation did not distract us completely 
from the normal enjoyment of Club ac- 
tivities, and we have continued to hold 
monthly events, including two successful 
weekends away. 

After all Branch positions were de- 
clared open prior to our 1998 AGM there 
were two nominations for the office of 
Branch President, which necessitated a 
ballot for the first time in the Branch’s his- 
tory. The present Branch committee, like 
our past committees, comprises keen, 
competent and experienced members 
including Joy Burns (Secretary), Stephen 


Brown (Treasurer) and Kerry Bos (Events). 
Our monthly newsletter The Capital Letter 
continues to be developed by Editor Bob 
Skillen. 

Soon after | was elected President the 
owner of our meeting venue, Scuderia 
Veloce Motors, suggested that as they no 
longer had any connection with the Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley marques it could be 
seen as inappropriate for us to continue 
using their premises as a meeting venue. 
After a somewhat insensitve suggestion 
that we try the local VW or BMW dealers, 
or the German Club (1), member George 
Shores suggested the Ainslie Football 
Club. This was approved and George was 
authorised to make the necessary arrang- 
ments. 

At the time of writing we have had 


three meetings at ournew venue, and the 
question on everybody’s lips seems to be 
“why did we wait so long?”. Arriving an 
hour early and having a quality meal at 
low cost, and perhaps a drink, is very 
pleasant and sociable, and the Club’s 
boardroom is perfect for our meeting 
formalities. 

One of the more innovative and help- 
ful concepts to have been developed by 
our Branch, the Silver Shadow Self-Help 
Group, continues to chalk up some con- 
spicuous successes. There are several 
aspects of a Silver Shadow that will cause 
rapid deterioration if allowed to go un- 
attended to for longer than the recom- 
mended periods. For the most part, the 
necessary work is well within the 
capabilities of the average owner and 
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relatively inexpensive. However, there 
seems to be only a small core of Silver 
Shadow (and derivative) owning mem- 
bers who regularly grasp the opportunity 
to take an active part in maintaining their 
own cars at minimum cost under ex- 
perienced guidance, though we have 
had members from a neighbouring 
Branch join us for a couple of our hands- 
on sessions. It is hoped to expand the 
scope of the Group in the coming year. 

| would like to use this space to record 
my thanks to our hard-working Rally Com- 
mittee for so capably organising the 1999 
Federal Rally, the third Federal Rally we 
have hosted, and in particular to pay 
tribute to the magnificent work of fan 
Dunn, who has freely given us the benefits 
of his considerable organisational skills to 
orchestrate the Committee’s efforts. 


Martin Bennett, 
Branch President 


Queensland 


Over the past twelve months we have 
generally organised one event per month 
with the exception of January and these 
have been well attended. 

We donote acontinuation of the trend 
over the past few years that quality events 
even if more expensive seem to be better 
supported. This probably reflects the 
ageing of our membership. 

We experimented during the year with 
a mid-week two night outing to view the 
whales at Hervey Bay. This attracted an 
attendance of thirty and encouraged us 
to begin organising a repeat of the mid- 
week timing with an outing planned in 
mid-winter this year to the cold wine- 
growing granite country of Stanthorpe. 

We were also involved in the initial 
Jaguar Festival of Elegance on the Gold 
Coast where one of our members won the 
Concours d’Elegance at Jupiter Casino 
on Saturday night and the Sunday *‘Con- 
cours in the Field’ was also won by a Rolls- 
Royce, this time a Phantom Il whose 
owner however is not a Club member. We 
also shared first prize with the Jaguar Club 
for our Club presentation area. 

1999 is a very notable year for us as it is 
not only a year in which we prepare to 
host the Federal Rally in 2000 but it also 
marks, on May 16th, the thirtieth birthday 
of the Branch. We are celebrating the 
occasion with a formal dinner at the 
Brisbane Club. 
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Planning for the 2000 Rally is under way 
and we can promise some interesting and 
exciting events following our well estab- 
lished format. The headquarters for the 
Rally will be the Marriott Hotel at Surfers 
Paradise and we plan to offer a range of 
accommodation In the area in addition 
to the Marriott. 

We have recently removed any non- 
financial members from our books which 
has reduced ourmembership to 109. Over 
the year we received three resignations 
and removed 12 members for non- 
payment of fees. We welcomed five new 
members to the Club. We will continue to 
monitor membership; however this year 
those removed generally had sold their 
cars, being mainly short term owners. 

A direct donation from Branch funds 
together with indirect member donations 
through the Branch made possible a fotal 
contribution to the Sir Henry Royce Found- 
ation of $2,610 during the year. 


Fred Haughtey, 
Branch President 


South Australia 


David Forward stepped down as 
Branch President, being succeeded by 
John Richardson. 

In July an Extraordinary General Meet- 
ing was held prior to our Fortieth Anniver- 
sary Year Annual General Meeting and 
Dinner forthe consideration of, and voting 
upon, Full Membership for joint owners. 
The motion was carried. At the time of 
writing this report, Membership for 1998-99 
stands at four Honorary Life Members, 90 
Full Members and nine Joint Members. Ten 
people elected not renew their member- 
ship. 

A Business Meeting was held in August 
to discuss matters raised by some 
Members. As a consequence the Presi- 
dent and Committee decided that future 
Annual Presentation Dinners and the An- 
nual General Meeting, would become 
two separate events, thus enabling the 
AGM to be wholly devoted to business. 

Ray Zeffert has taken on the position of 
Events Co-ordinator. He is doing an excel- 
lent job providing the membership with a 
number of interesting events and inform- 
ation evenings. Ray and | would like to 
acknowledge the valuable Input from 
Rory Poland regarding venues and 
cuisine. 

Our Branch has joined the Federation 


of Historic Motor Clubs, with Peter Cox 
being the Permits Officer. 

In October an Information Evening was 
hosted by United Motors, ‘Servicing your 
Shadow’. This was very informative and 
enjoyed by all who attended. 

The two day ‘Riverland Run’ started 
with a leisurely drive to Karoonda where 
the travellers stopped for morning tea. 
After a wander around it was time to con- 
tinue to the next destination, the Loxton 
Historical Village for a country style lunch- 
eon prepared by the ladies of the CWA. 
After a photographic parade of cars for 
our hosts, our final destination was the 
Barmera Lake Resort Motel. Ten cars took 
part in this event which was planned and 
organised by Henry Slater. It was an out- 
standing success. Henry also organised a 
Sunday run for members to join the two 
day event luncheon at Elderton Winery, 
where a pleasant Luncheon was served. 

A Father’s Day run/luncheon to 
Currency Creek Winery provided the cars 
with a good long drive and their custo- 
dians with a relaxed lunch. A compliment- 
ary glass of port or muscat followed, for 
fathers only! 

The well attended Annual Christmas 
Picnic was a joint event with the Bentley 
Drivers’ Club, held at Urrbrae House, 
nestled in Adelaide’s foothills on 200 hect- 
ares of tree-studded land. It was originally 
the private estate of pastoral pioneer 
Peter Waite. The run to the venue was 
particularly well received by all who took 
part. 

Our fourth annual Heritage Day, held 
at the National Motor Museum at 
Birdwood, was well attended, the majority 
of cars being pre-war. Visitors to the Motor 
Museum marvelled at the parade of Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley cars and were 
fascinated by the Silver Ghosts and Phan- 
toms. Members were only too glad to lift a 
bonnet and explain the workings of the 
Rolls-Royce engine. 

In October John Richardson found it 
necessary to devote much of his time 
attending to personal commitments, the 
Vice-President performed his duties until 
the end of January. Unfortunately, John 
Richardson resigned as President in 
January owing to some continued health 
problems and personal commitments. | 
would like to thank John for his valuable 
contribution to the Club. 

As a result of John’s resignation | will 
continue as Acting President, until as such 
time a President is elected at the next 


AGM. 

The committee has focused on holding 
the line on costs associated with the 
production and postage of the Branch 
newsletter Southern Spirit. One initiative 
from this evaluation is that the layout out 
of the newsletter now occurs in-house and 
subsequently given to the printer on a 
disc. Although there have been some 
recent increases in printing costs, by scan- 
ning photographs in-house and the use of 
cheaper envelopes we have kept costs of 
production in line with last year. 

| would like to thank the committee for 
their hard work and valuable contribution 
during a challenging period. Finally, it 
would be remiss of me if | let pass the 
opportunity to thank former Presidents for 
the assistance they have given to me 
personally over the past few months. 


Alan Pearce 
Acting Branch President 


Victoria 


The past year for the Victoria Branch 
was dominated by the 40th Annual 
Federal Rally at Phillip Iskand. The members 
and committee of the Victoria Branch 
were pleased with the overall response 
and acceptance of this Rally. The 
weather for the Concours, the main 
event, at the Grand Prix circuit was per- 
fect, which was no small factor in making 
this an excellent day to be remembered 
by all participants. 

Plans are already well under way for 
the 2004 Federal Rally in Victoria, which 
will be an integral leg in the large around- 
the-world rally to celebrate the centenary 
of The Company. We are now only await- 
ing final confirmation of the dates (pend- 
ing shipping, Asian route details, etc.) from 
the international organisers, before 
making bookings for venues and accom- 
modation. 

Membership and car numbers within 
the Victoria Branch have remained fairly 
static, and attendance at rallies, meet- 
ings and other special functions is fairly 
consistent. 

The membership requested the com- 
mittee to look at more driving events, 
which they have done, with more driving 
events over the past year (including a day 
at the Mangalore Airstrip with Drag 
Racing and other events in conjunction 
with the Cobra Car Club), and more al- 
ready planned for the next year. Another 
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very different and successful event was a 
mid-week Crewe’s (cruise) night, where 
members met at a bayside carpark, then 
cruised in convoy in evening traffic (a la 
hot rod club), bewildering many on- 
lookers, finishing at an exclusive private 
golf club where we all enjoyed a casual 
buffet dinner, before departing for home. 
Tne numbers supporting this event dic- 
tated to the committee that this had to be 
made an annual event. 

Another very successful (over- 
subscribed) event was the annual 
Christmas Dinner on board the Avoca 
Dinner Train, which runs to Geelong and 
back while diners enjoy the luxuries of a 
bygone era in the old, exclusive dining 
cars of the Victorian Railways. The com- 
mittee of the Victoria Branch is always 
under pressure to find new, different and 
exciting events, if it wants to atract a 
large attendance. 

Other events during the past year in- 
cluded a picnic in the Rose Garden at 
historic Werribbee Park, lunch at historic 
Emu Bottom Homestead, visits to 
Ashcombe Maze, Cape Schanck, the 
Baker’s home at Kilmore, Domaine 
Chandon winery, a weekend rally to his- 
toric Castlemaine and also another very 
successful Victoria Branch Concours at 
Whitefriars Park (which becomes better 
each year with new and added attrac- 
tions and facilities). Our annual open-air 
general meeting at Albert Park in January 
is very popular and is also now scheduled 
as a regular event (we were very pleased 
to welcome the Federal Secretary, Kim 
Stapleton, from Sydney this year). We also 
had another general meeting in the last 
year ‘away from home’, when we were 
privileged to be able to hold our Dec- 
ember meeting in the Fox Museum. The 
1998 Annual Dinner and presentation of 
trophies was held at the RACV Club in the 
Melbourne CBD. 

The Victoria Branch continues in good 
health, thanks to the very hard work of 
many committee members as well as 
other good members, and we are 
pleased with the great spirit within our 
Club. 

Robin Hickman 
Branch Secretary 


Western Australia 


After being elected as President of the 
Western Australia Branch at our AGM in 
July, | felt somewhat privileged to be lead- 
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ing a committee that is so enthusiastic 
and enterprising. 

Following the lead of some other 
Branches, we now have an events cap- 
tain, Fritz Verbunt, who oversees all social 
and motoring events. Various Club mem- 
bers have readily volunteered to organise 
outings according to their particular inter- 
est and capabilities and this has worked 
well. 

We have also introduced an atten- 
dance incentive scheme whereby points 
are awarded to a member and his/her 
spouse for attendance at an event. Points 
are also awarded for each eligible motor 
car that is driven to the event. The result 
has been most interesting! We have had 
a husband, wife and children come in 
three separate vehicles — all eligible 
motor cars. The points will be totalled at 
the end of this year and the winner will 
receive a return air ticket to the next 
Federal Rally in Queensland. As an atten- 
dance incentive, it has worked well but a 
number of members are seriously dis- 
advantaged if they have no car, no 
spouse or live in the U.K.! 

As of the beginning of the year this 
Branch has a new editor of our newsletter 
the Winged Messenger — Mick Rust, 
aided and abetted by Brian Tilbury. Be- 
cause both gentlemen lead extremely 
busy lives outside of the Club it was 
decided to reduce the workload (and 
costs) and produce a bi-monthly 
magazine. This has in no way reduced the 
quality of the magazine. As a club we are 
really fortunate to have amongst us a 
number of willing contributors including a 
veritable team of talented cartoonists 
and as a result the Winged Messenger 
goes from strength to strength. 

Regarding our events, our first 
gymkhana for many years was organised 
by Brian Tilbury, Mick Rust and Andrew 
Marsden and was held at the Marsden 
country property, Moonstone Well in 
Toodyay. Some 32 Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley motor cars took part in a most 
entertaining event that offered a host of 
challenges — some of them quite devious 
— and lots of laughter. The whole day 
could be summed up by quoting a riddle 
published in the following Winged 
Messenger: 

Q. What has four wheels, four doors and 
nine hoods? 

A. Mike Dixon’s Phantom V when nine 
Club members recently piled into it and 
proceeded to burn around the course at 
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the Toodyay gymkhana. 

In December we enjoyed another 
fabulous Christmas Party at the Royal 
Perth Yacht Club, produced and directed 
by Brian and Maria Tilbury. In true 
Christmas spirit, there were bon-bons, gifts 
and hampers, delicious food, fine wine 
and great camaraderie. 

Come January, because of holidays 
and the hot weather, it is often difficult to 
entice members and cars out and about, 
but Pat and John Leschen’s twilight run 
was a huge success with 50 participants. 
The late afternoon drive around the river 
was most pleasurable followed by a 
delectable meal overlooking the river at 
the Swan Yacht Club. 

On Valentines Day, Fritz Verbunt held a 
tech session at his house/workshop, 
demonstrating the workings of the 
hydraulic systern of the Silver Shadow. A 
test bench was set up to show how the 
brakes and levelling systerns work and it 
was very impressive — as were the deli- 
cious pizzas that followed! We were then 
treated to an amazingly graphic talk and 
slide show by Dr Andrew Marsden about 
hand and eye injuries in the home 
workshop. 

March 7th saw 50 beautiful cars 
parked in Houghton’‘s vineyard for our 
annual Concours d’Elegance. It was a 
magnificent day and under the elegant 
trees the picnic settings and parapher- 
nalialooked a treat. It was also ajoy to see 
anew Roger Fry body there — Mick Rust’s 
Pll, sporting a beautiful boat-tail. The over- 
all Concours d’Elegance winner was Brian 
Tilbury’s immaculate Pl, a well deserved 
win. 

One week later, 19 members with 
families, friends and cars attended the 
Classic Car Show at Whiteman Park, 
which is a Combined Car Club event. 
There were so many splendid vehicles at 
the park of all shapes, sizes and marques, 
but the honey pot that attracted the bees 
was once again Mick Rust’s Pll boat-tail. 

With 141 members, 125 Rolls-Royces 
and 68 Bentleys registered with the Branch 
and considering the geography of 
Western Australia and the distances some 
of our members need to travel, we are 
more than encouraged by the atten- 
dance figures and the enthusiasm dis- 
played by our members. We look forward 
with optimism to another good year. 


Val Keogh, 
Branch President 
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GLIMPSES into the PAST — 3 
Young Mr Royce loses his job 


By Tom Clarke (U.K.) 


After Royce’s apprenticeships at the 
Peterborough railway works 1877-80, 
and work at an engineering company 
in Leeds 1880-81, our hero found his 
first electrical work with the Electric 
Lighting and Power Generating Co. in 
London during 1881. This was re- 
named the Maxim-Weston Electric Co. 
in June 1882 after gaining rights to 
Hiram Maxim’s incandescent lamps 
and Edward Weston’s arc lamps, a 
move recommended by the chief 
electrician Mr W.M. Crookes who left 
some time afterwards. 

During 1881-82 the firm undertook 
the lighting of the Prince of Wales 
Theatre in Liverpool. As a result of this 
successful contract a subsidiary com- 
pany was formed in October 1882, the 
Lancashire Maxim-Weston Electric Co. 
Ltd of Peter’s Lane, Liverpool, with the 
aim of dominating electrification 
schemes in the north-west. The sub- 
sidiary was then offered to outside 
shareholders. Royce transferred to this 
new firm as first electrician although it 
is not certain he went to Liverpool im- 
mediately. Aged only 19 Royce said he 
was there for “a short time”. 

The new company was chaired by 
Thomas Whitworth and directors in- 
cluded Admiral Sir Edward Inglefield 
(previously chairman of the parent com- 
pany) and Hugh Watt (from Liverpool, 
managing director of the parent com- 
pany). Royce filed a patent in 1897 with 
William George Inglefield on warehouse 
lighting so it is possible Royce main- 
tained a link with his Liverpool days via 
friendship with the Inglefield relative. 
15,000 shares were allotted but from 
the start the company was under- 
capitalised at £8,000 and this was ex- 
acerbated when James T. Dadson and 
Gustavus P. Harding did not pay for the 
shares they had contracted to buy. 

The limited work the company 
undertook from early 1883 included a 
private house and several schemes in 
Liverpool which the users rented from 
the electrical concern. These rentals 
were insufficient although a rental con- 


tract in Manchester had it seems been 
worthwhile. Steamships and mines 
were also targeted for contracts. 

In the journal The Electrician for 27 
January 1883 (p.262-3) reference was 
made to work carried out in Man- 
chester under the control of Royce’s 
boss Whitworth. This is the earliest 
record of the work Royce did in the city 
he was soon to move to although, sadly, 
the journal did not name the company 
or building(s) involved. In 1884 the 
Lancashire company chairman des- 
cribed their successful warehouse 
electrifications in Manchester as “sirmp- 
ly beautiful” and “they had lit up some 
magnificent warehouses”. 

By the end of 1883 the situation was 
becoming parlous although Royce was 
unaware, too busy attending to theatre 
lighting and existing rental contracts. 
On October 30 that year Liverpool City 
Council approved the company’s street 
lighting tender. The system was switch- 
ed on continuously from March 24 
1884. On May 16 the Lancashire comp- 
any had to ask the parent company for 
a cheque to pay wages! 

The parent company now proposed 
to buy out the insolvent subsidiary with 
a one-for-one share offer. This was a 
better deal than selling off the equip- 
ment, for which there was no market in 
view of bad publicity surrounding some 
electrification schemes. The offer was 
accepted on May 16 1884. Meanwhile 
Royce had been encouraged by col- 
leagues at the Lancashire company to 
think about setting up on his own. This 
probably indicates that the parent 
company could not find work for all its 
former employees, either in Liverpool or 
back in London. In May 1884 the 
Maxim-Weston Co., as successor to the 
insolvent Lancashire company, began 
fresh negotiations with Liverpool City 
Council for new lighting schemes. The 
Town Clerk “expressed himself very 
favourably with respect to ... the 
electrician and engineer”. In spite of 
this commendation Royce could not 
wait, unpaid, for contracts not yet 
agreed. Aged 21 he left Liverpool short- 
ly after and began his precarious exist- 
ence in Manchester. yi 
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FOUNDATION CORNER 


Advisory Committee Meeting 
Canberra, March 28th 


The Trustees and Advisers of the 
Sir Henry Royce Foundation took 
the opportunity to meet during the 
Federal Rally in Canberra. The par- 
ticipants were, from left to right: 
Peter Cox (S.A.), George Forbes 
(R.R.O.C. Federal President elect), 
Mark Babidge (W.A.), Gil Ralph 
(Vic.), Malcolm Johns (Trustee), 
Martin Bennett (A.C.T.), David 
Jones (Chairman and Trustee), Jim 
Kelso (Trustee), David Vann (Trus- 
tee), Fred Haughtey (QId.). Photo by 
David Marshall-Martin. 


George Sevenoaks Honoured 


Text of the speech by Jim Kelso at the Federal Dinner, Canberra, 1999 


Your Federal Council in 1995, under the 
leadership of David Vann, created the Sir Henry 
Royce Foundation of Australia. Four Trustees 
were appointed. It was determined that the prin- 
ciple objectives of the Foundation should be to 
honour the engineering genius of Sir Henry Royce 
and to ensure that his work would be recorded 
and preserved for subsequent generations. The 
four Trustees and their Advisory Committee 
chaired by Geoff Boscoe have made considerable 
progress towards these and other objectives, 
which include unequivocal support for the 
Federal Council and the State Branches of the 
Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club of Australia. One 
means of achieving this objective has been the 
provision of The Sir Henry Royce Foundation 
Trophy which is awarded annually to a person 
selected by the Trustees who has made a sig- 
nificant contribution to the attainment of the 
Foundation’s objectives. 

The Trophy was first awarded to Roger Fry from 
the Western Australian Branch and last year it 
was awarded to Martin Bennett of the A.C.T. 
Branch. This year it is to be awarded to a man 
who in his long lifetime has honoured the memory 
of Sir Henry Royce and by his actions has en- 
hanced the reputation of the Rolls-Royce Owners’ 


Club of Australia, not only in this country but 
overseas as well. 

The recipient of the Trophy this year was a 
Foundation member of the Club, he is an 
Honorary Life Member of the Club, he was Federal 
President of the Club and has served the New 
South Wales Branch of the Club tirelessly in many 
offices. 

Although he was engaged in the motor trade for 
most of his life, he never let that get in the way of 
looking after new, young members of the Club, 
providing accurate and honest advice even to his 
personal cost and acting at all times in a way 
which would cause him to be one of the genuinely 
loved members of our Club. 

Apart from his dear wife Jean, his primary love 
has been for all matters Rolls-Royce. His 
knowledge of the marque seems boundless and 
his sense of humour has never escaped him. He 
is known to have said when he passed his 
ninetieth birthday and was presented with a lat 
(to match his legendary floral shirt) “When you 
reach ninety this is about the only lay you will 
get!”. 

The Trustees of The Sir Henry Royce Found- 
ation are delighted to award the 1999 Foundation 
Trophy to our much loved George Sevenoaks. 
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Cars lined up for the judges at the Federal Concours, Weston Peninsula, Canberra. Cars not being judged were parked 
in a larger area to the right. Heavy rainfall in the morning did not spoil the day. Photo by Russell J.S. Rolls (Vic.). 
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Ithough the Rally did not start 
til Friday, many of us took the 
opportunity to arrive in Canberra a day 
early, to visit old friends and relatives, 
or to see the sights the city: has to offer. 
We were not on the Overlander from 
Melbourne, unfortunately, due to time 
constraints. 

The Heritage Hotel proved to be an 
excellent venue — we were all accom- 
modated in the same place, the car 
parking was very good and, especially 
importantly, there were common meet- 
ing areas — perfect for a chat, a drink 
and the odd post-mortem! (The little 
political intrigues of which most mem- 
bers are blissfully unaware take place 
every year.) 

The Federal Council Meeting was 
held on Thursday evening: let us not 
forget that these hard-working mem- 
bers are democratically appointed by 
their Branch members, and the dec- 
isions they take are not always univers- 
ally popular, and so these honorary 
persons are subject to criticism. It is 
therefore prudent for all members to 
carefully consider their Federal Del- 
egates, on whom many decisions rest: 


The 41st Annual Federal Rally 


Canberra, A.C.T., March 26th - 29th 


By Kerry Ely (Vic.) 


this body is invested with a lot of power 
— power to set the agenda for the Club, 
within the Constitution. What difficult 
decisions, I wonder, were taken in 
Canberra? Enough! 

Friday evening, always one of my 
favourite occasions, saw us all at the 
Welcoming Cocktail Party at the Her- 
itage, where we made merry until late! 
Nice to catch up with everyone — many 


old friends from everywhere! Some of 
us meet only once a year, but with the 
passing years it seems like yesterday. 
Congratulations are due to Tom Clarke 
and David Neely on the launch during 
the evening of their magnificent book 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley in the Sun- 
burnt Country. 

We were all beautifully looked after 
by the Hotel staff, with plenty to eat and 


Rally cars at Tidbinbilla Deep Space Tracking Station, on the ‘Good Heavens’ tour which also 


took in Mt Stromlo Observatory. 
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Technical Seminars 


The decision to have four separate seminars running simul- 
taneously and then to run presentations on two common inter- 
est topics afterwards was a bit of a gamble, but if paid off. A 
couple of ideas that worked very well were poached from the 
excellent seminars run by Tony Ward at the Wollongong Federal 
Rally in 1996. 

The first part of the Technical Seminar presentation saw the 
very knowledgeable Bob Clarke (A.C.T. Branch) conducting a 
very interesting session on 20 hp. cars, using a number of 
components and assemblies to make his points. Tony Ward 
(N.S.W.) clinically examined the cooling system problems that 
can affect the early post-war cars, using authoritative notes 
and diagrams. Bill Coburn (A.C.T.) took his group through the 
workings of the Silver Cloud/S Series cars with humour spicing 
up the valuable tech. data. Meanwhile, experts from Fox, 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley (including two from Singapore) ex- 
plained the workings and service requirements of the Silver 
Shadow, Silver Spirit and derivative cars. Each had about two 
hours to complete their presentations and from all reports they 
wowed ‘em. Well done seminar presenters. 

The second part of the tech. sessions was also an unqualified 
success. A.C.T. Branch members Steve Ortlipp of New Image 
Restorations and Karl Richardson of KJR Coachbuilding (both 
of Albury) conducted separate ‘show and tell’ sessions. Each 
had an hour or so to ‘strut their stuff’ to half of the group, which 
then swapped over, thus giving all members an opportunity to 
see both the body repair and remanufacture (Karl) and the 
preparation, application and care of painted surfaces (Steve). 

Both showed their skills in the most convincing way — by 
practical demonstration. After addressing the group and show- 
ing samples of some repairs and finishes he had carried out on 
a formerly rusty old door panel, Steve took the group outside 
to a nearby car. He asked a member of his audience to point 
out a stone-chip on Bob Skillen’s beautifully finished Silver 
Cloud. That done, Steve quickly and deftly touched ft in. The 
chip pointer outer was then asked to point out the chip again. 
He was hard put to do so. Bob, the proud and fastidious owner, 
admitted to me later that he looked for it himself and couldn’t 
find it| Karl’s methods were no less impressive. He picked up one 
of a pair of beautiful old brass headlights and asked his group 
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Steve Ortlipp addressing his group outside in the sunshine, where 
he demonstrated his skills on Bob Skillen’s Silver Cloud SED51. 


“how much do you reckon these are worth?”. Most hazarded 
a four-figure guess. He then picked up a hammer, belted some 
dents into one and said “how much now?”, No-one ventured 
a reply. They were too stunned. The wincing was almost 
audible. In fact, there was unrest, but before the mob got ugly, 
Karl started to tap out the dents, and thoughts of vandalism 
and wanton destruction of beauty were replaced by head 
scratching bemusement. The battered lamp was quickly 
repaired to the point where it was indistinguishable from its 
unassaulted partner. Very impressive. 

These two master craftsmen actually work in different parts 
of the same premises In Albury. As all who attended their 
presentations would agree, they work very well together and 
their skills are complementary. “Amazing” was the most used 
word that morning. — George Shores 


results were true to form. 


plenty to drink! The company, as al- 
ways, was excellent. 

Saturday morning, after a busy 
breakfast in the Hotel breakfast room 
and a fruitful wander around the car- 
park, we set off for the lawn in front of 
Old Parliament House — a splendid 
setting for a pre-Concours display — 
and the rain came down! This made for 
a wonderful opportunity to view those 
Silver Ghost tourers with their hoods 
up — a very rare sight indeed! (I, of 
course, had lost my camera the day 
before while waiting in the wrong rest- 
aurant for my old nursing colleagues!) 


From that magnificent site we 
proceeded to Weston Park for the Con- 
cours, What a wonderful day it was! A 
beautiful bush setting, the aroma of 
sizzling steaks and sausages, and a 
marquee to keep us all jolly inside and 
sheltering from the showers that 
recurred throughout much of the day 
— lots of camaraderie. The display of 
cars was wonderful: the standard of 
excellence increases each year. All 
owners can feel very proud, especially 
those who prepared their cars for entry 
in the Concours. The judges did a fine 
job in difficult conditions, and the 


It was certainly a good idea when, a 
few years ago, the decision was taken 
to move the Concours from Sunday to 
Saturday, so that the toothbrushes and 
‘Gumption’ can be put away and 
everyone can relax. 

Several people took the opportunity 
during the afternoon to take a tour of 
Gold Creek Village. I did not go, so I 
really do not know about the goings on 
at Gold Creek Village! 

Saturday evening was a wonderful 
affair. The large function room at the 
Heritage was splendidly decorated with 
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Rolls-Royce and Bentley in the Sunburnt Country 
the first fifty years in Australia 


On the Friday of the Canberra Federal Rally, 
at the evening function, Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley in the Sunburnt Country was launched 
by the ceremonial hand-over of the first copy 
by the authors to the Chairman of the Sir 
Henry Royce Foundation, the book’s publisher. 

We can all be very proud of this magnificent 
book. The amount of pleasure to be had from 
simply browsing through it, savouring the rare 
photographs and taking in, a bit at a time, the 
vast amount of reliable knowledge it imparts, 
is almost limitless. To paraphrase the words 
attributed to Sir Henry Royce, the enjoyment 
and sheer practical usefulness of this book will 
remain long after the price is forgotten. Indeed, 
the price is moderate, even inconsequential, 
and certainly represents a bargain. 

The authors will not personally profit from 
its sale; this was in every sense a labour of love. 
All proceeds will go to the Foundation to offset 
the publication costs — another example of 
your Foundation working for you. 

The Editor 


Sir Henry Royce Foundation Chairman David Jones with the first copy ofRolls-Royce 
and Bentley in the Sunburnt Country. A beaming Tom Clarke looks on while his 
equally pleased co-author David Neely appears to have been momeniarily dis- 
tracted by a well-wisher. The launch of this most important book was a highlight of 
the Friday evening function at the Federal Rally. Photo by George Forbes. 


balloons, and a wonderful Palm Court 
orchestra entertained us for the even- 
ing, except for a burst from the bag- 
pipes of our own Joe McBaynie, who 
was appropriately kitted out in kilt and 
sporran. Och! 

Many folk had taken the trouble to 
dress for the Edwardian theme of the 
evening. Theo and Edith Nelson took a 
prize, as did the lovely Marienne 
Vawser in her purple ensemble, com- 
plete with hat and gloves — what a 
picture! We danced, ate, chatted and 
drank until late. It was indeed a great 
night, and we did not have to drive 
home! 

Sunday morning and everyone ar- 
rived for breakfast at the same time: 
latish! Optional tours were planned. 
George & Laraine Shores had planned 
the ‘Good Heavens’ tour, taking in the 
Tidbinbilla Deep Space Tracking Sta- 
tion and Mount Stromlo Observatory. 
This was a very popular and, by all 
accounts, very successful tour. Some 
folk opted for the tour of the Emb- 
assies, while others visited the War 
Memorial, Parliament Houses (New 
and Old), the National Library, etc. 
There is certainly a lot to see in Can- 
berra. Some of us did our own thing. 


Lachie and I went ‘country’ to find 
those elusive bargains in the antique 
shops. It was interesting to visit the 
towns, such as Collector, that were 
once on the Federal Highway and are 
now quiet tourist attractions. 

The buses picked us up at the 
Heritage at about 7.00 p.m. to carry us 
to the Presentation Dinner at Parlia- 


ment House. What a magnificent 
venue! Drinks and canapes were served 
in the foyer with its magnificent marble 
columns and superb marquetry 
panels, by beautifully turned out young 
staff from the Hyatt Hotel, which looked 
after the catering beautifully. Dinner 
was announced and we adjourned to 
the splendour of the Great Hall. This 


1912 Silver Ghost (2133) owned by Keith Wherry (N.S.W.), a brass finish chassis supplied new 
to Sir Samuel Hordern. The tourer coachwork was built in 1976 by George Williams but is 
probably not unlike the original Barker body. Photo by Kingfisher photography. 
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ast year’s Overall Winner was this famous 1914 Silver Ghost (6TB), with Vintage Motor Garage 
tourer body. Its amazing exploits in the 1970s are well documented. Owners John & Elizabeth 


Milverton took the Trophy home again this year, for their other car! Photo by Marilyn Stokes (Vic.). 


1923 Silver Ghost (22NK) Barker tourer owned by Malcolm Johns (N.S.W.) beside Lake Burley 
Griffin. Note the polished wheel discs. 
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was truly an occasion! 

Our Master of Ceremonies for the 
evening was the outgoing Federal Presi- 
dent, Ian Dunn, who performed most 
admirably, with wit and style. Grace 
was Said by the very holy Ian Sykes, the 
Loyal Toast was proposed by the very 
regal Diana Jones, and the toast to the 
Club was proposed by the very worthy 
Federal President elect, George Forbes. 
The usual toast to the Company was 
interestingly replaced by a toast to the 
Founders (Rolls and Royce), very well 
executed by that cosmopolitan author 
Tom Clarke. This is a very meaningful 
and interesting deviation! 

The wine flowed, and the food kept 
coming, and there was certainly no 
unparliamentary behaviour — at least 
not at our table! 

The Presentation of Trophies was 
performed by the very urbane and 
charming Chairman of the Judging 
Panel, Bill Coburn, ably assisted by 
Rally Director Ian Dunn and Trophy 
Master Ian Sykes. Congratulations to 
all the very worthy winners. As I 
mentioned earlier, the time and effort 
involved in attaining this very high 
standard, the standard by which 
others are judged, is praiseworthy 
indeed, and the results show true 
dedication. 

I was pleased to see the Ladies’ 
Choice reintroduced this year. I believe 
this adds extra interest for the women 
who may not be real ‘car people’. This 


Another brass chassis, 1924 Silver Ghost (58TM), with tourer coachwork of 1990s construction by Dubois, owned by John & Bev Smith (Vic.). 
Winner of Class 1 in the Concours. Photos by Peter Whyte (W.A., below left) and Michael Zwar (A.C.T., below right). 
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prize was presented to the elegant 
Diana Jones for her beautiful 1935 
Bentley 314-Litre Park Ward drophead 
coupé by the beautiful 1951 Manuela 
Bennett. I won a lucky Ladies’ Choice 
voters’ prize — a beautiful basket of 
goodies. And yes, I really did vote for 
that gorgeous S Type Continental H.J. 
Mulliner ‘fastback’ ... you know ... the 
green one? 

‘The dinner ended all too soon and 
we reluctantly said our goodbyes to our 
many dear friends, as we were leaving 
for Melbourne very early next morning, 
before breakfast. 

It was a wonderful, memorable and 
friendly Rally. Congratulations to the 
A.C.T, Branch — yes, small is beauti- 
full Federal Rallies are a great annual 
tradition, still very much the highlight 
of the motoring year. Well done A.C.T. 
Branch. Very well done. 


Photographs by the Editor except 
where otherwise acknowledged 


Below left: David Davis (N.S.W.) has owned 
this 1922 Twenty (42G1) since 1960. It was 
the first of the model to arrive in Australia, and 
was delivered new to the Arnott family, of 
biscuit fame. In their ownership it required no 
fewer than three new chassis frames and front 
axles, said to have been due to accidents 
when family members were learning to drive! 
Here 20 h.p. judges Lachlan Ely and Brian 
Jenkins are giving it their attention. Below 
right: Judges Peter Cox (S.A., left) and John 
Beagle (A.C.T.) about to start on the daunting 
task of finding something on B177MX to 
deduct a point for! Photos by Kingfisher 
Photography. 
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Year after year, dedicated members such as Jim Kelso (N.S.W.), seen here assessing John 
Matheson’s S64LK, devote their time to the unsung and largely thankless task of judging. Photo 
by Kingfisher Photography. 


ft 


Here, Brian Jenkins (N.S.W., left) and Lachlan Ely (Vic.) are judging George Forbes's GYK47. 
Photo by Russell J.S. Rolls. 
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1924 Springfield Silver Ghost (S64LK) Rolls-Royce Custom Coach Works ‘Pickwick’ limousine 
owned by John Matheson & Jeanne Eve (N.S.W.). Winner of the E.J. Vidler Shield for Age and 
Authenticity, for which only the chassis is judged. However, the coachwork is in equally excellent 
condition. See box text below for a ‘potted’ explanation of Rolls-Royce Custom Coach Works. 
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American drum-type headlamps (and 
sidelamps on the scuttle) often distinguished 
these Springfield cars. Note the horizontal 
radiator shutters that were fitted to Springfield 
Silver Ghosis except for the earliest ones, and 
the final batches which had vertical shutters 
and are thus liable to be mistaken for 
Phantoms. 


S64LK: Period fittings including microphone for talking to the chauffeur. Note the early use of 
Bakelight. The upholstery and quality fittings provide an air of understated luxury. 


Rolls-Royce Custom Coach Works 


It is often said that Rolls-Royce offered complete cars, as 
opposed to chassis only, for the first time after World War Il. This 
is not strictly true. In fact, a range of complete cars was offered 
right from the start of Rolls-Royce production in Manchester, 
using Barker as the coachbuilder, and a similar situation held 
throughout the pre-World War | and inter-Wars periods. When 


production of Silver Ghost chassis began at Springfield, Mass- 
achusetts, it was realised that the idea of buying a chassis then 
waiting for a coachbuilder to construct a body was alien to the 
American car buyer, and that the concept of offering com- 
plete cars would need to be developed as the norm there. 
Rolls-Royce of America Inc. therefore set up a coachbuilding 
subsidiary, Rolls-Royce Custom Coach Works (RRCCW), to 


produce a standardised range of bodies, each design having 
an English-sounding name such as ‘Oxford’, ‘Windsor’ or 
‘Canterbury’. Sub-contracting coachbuilders were engaged 
to build the bodies to RRCCW designs. In the case of S64LK on 
this page, which has RRCCW ‘Pickwick’ limousine coachwork, 
the actual builder was Willoughby. In the Rolls-Royce of 
America catalogue of the period the ‘Pickwick’ was described 
as “A seven-passenger motor carriage of a conventional type, 
but handsomely designed and executed with particular care 
for comfort and luxury in upholstery and appointments”. 
RRCCW coachwork was superbly made, and has earned a 
reputation for extreme longevity and freedom from rattles even 
after many decades of faithful service. 


Above: Theo & Edith Nelson (Vic.) in Edwardian mode. Theo is Victoria 
Branch President. Below: ‘Edwardians’ Marienne & John Vawser 
(N.S.W.). Photos by Marilyn Stokes. 


es 2h 
Mick Rust & Glenice Matthews (W.A.) at the Saturday ‘Edwardian’ 


evening, Rally H.Q. Mick & Glenice won a prize for their superb 
Edwardian ensemble. Photo by John Burns (A.C.T.). 


Saturday evening Dinner Dance March 27th David Bailie (Vic.) getting into the spirit of the 
si Edwardian theme of the evening. Photo by 
Michael Zwar. 


Lachlan Ely (Vic.) and Suzanne Zwar (A.C. T.) at the Saturday evening function. Photo by Michael! 
Zwar. 
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The venerable GYK47 with two venerable members: a Clarke and 
GYK47’s former long term owner Terry Bruce ensconced in the comfort 
of the Park Ward saloon-limousine coachwork. Photos by George Forbes. 


The perennially delightful 1926 20 ersasewent GYK47, owned since 
the 1960s by Terry Bruce (Vic.) and now in the safe custodianship of 
our new Federal President George Forbes. It is seen here on Mount 


Stromlo, on the ‘Good Heavens’ tour at the Federal Rally. 


Same city, same car 


The recent Federal Rally excellently hosted by the A.C.T. 
Branch brought back happy memories of the 1970 Can- 
berra Rally which I attended with Terence Bruce in his 
Twenty GYK47. 

We travelled up from Melbourne overnight in pouring 
rain and after a difficult drive I was rather tired and told 
Terry that I was going to bed. This was about 5.00 a.m., 
but Terry was having none of it. The overalls were put on 
and we started cleaning the car, concluding just in time for 
the welcoming cocktail party that evening! The car was 
immaculate when we left Melbourne and filthy when we 


reached Canberra. It cleaned up pretty well and was 
presented at the Concours on Sunday, in which it won its 
Class. 

Same city almost 30 years later and in the same car, 
which is still a superb 20 Horsepower. 

I was relating this tale to my mother-in-law Marlow 
Spackman who, not to be outdone, said: “Big deal. Your 
wife, Fiona, and our family were there on the previous Rally 
in our two cars, the Silver Cloud III and the Silver Dawn.”! 
She has since provided the accompanying photograph to 
prove the point. 

George Forbes 


At the 1966 Federal Rally in Canberra: Marlow Bailey, as she was then, with Owen Bailey and children Fiona (now Fiona Forbes) and Robert. 
Their Silver Dawn is probably SDB 102, but the Silver Cloud III, nearly new at the time, is unidentified. Photo from Marlow Spackman. 
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1934 20/25 Barker sports saloon (GRC53) owned by David Axe (N.S.W.). This model is at its best when fitted with 
relatively light, close-coupled coachwork like this. Note the draught-free ventilation glasses above the side windows. 


GRC53 again, with GLB27 (see also below) with owners David Axe (left) and Bob Roberts. Photo 


from David Axe. 


oe — —- Below: 1934 20/25 Martin & King coupé 
Rally cars at Mt Stromio Observatory on the (GLB27). Note the very short rear overhang, 
Sunday ‘Good Heavens’ tour, with 1962 Silver with nearly all the weight within the wheel- 
Cloud II (SAE413) owned by Ray Zeffert (S.A.) base, which makes for good handling. 

in the foreground. Inset: art deco door handle is typical of this 


coachbuilder in the 1930s. 
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Phantom Ils at the Federal Concours. They are, from left to right: 120XJ Jackson, Jones & Collins limousine (David 
Neely, N.S.W.), 147GN Hooper landaulette de ville (Barrie Gillings, N.S.W.), 44UK Thrupp & Maberly limousine 
(David Bailie, Vic.), 173RY Park Ward saloon (Max Houston, N.S.W.). Photo by Kingfisher Photography. 
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61WJ: instruments and controls, 


1929 Phantom II (61WJ) with Roger Fry boat-tail tourer coachwork of 
recent construction. This was the first Phantom II chassis to arrive in 
Australia. Winner of the Company Trophy for the best restoration. 
Photographed at Old Parliament House by Peter Whyte. 


1929 Phantom I! (120XJ), owned by David Neely (N.S.W.). The ample limousine body was built by Jackson, Jones 
& Collins of Parramatta Road, Leichhardt, Sydney. A nicely preserved example of period Australian coachwork. 
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1930 Phantom II (147GN), owned by Barrie Gillings (N.S.W.). The 
Hooper landaulette coachwork is tall and spacious. Note the Hooper 
patent signalling window for the driver’s convenience. 
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This 1935 Phantom I! (44UK) was the last of its model to be bought new by an Australian owner. lts Thrupp & Maberly 
sedanca de ville body was modified for the original owner by Martin & King, presenting a somewhat American 
appearance at the rear, with split rear window. Present owner David Bailie (Vic.) has reinstated the rear styling to 


how his research indicated it probably looked. Photo by Kingfisher Photography. 


147GN: rear compartment fittings. 


Martin & King coachwork is sometimes regarded as somewhat lacking in panache. Such observations are often 
unfair and sometimes, as here, downright wrong! 1934 Bentley 32 Litre (B36AH). Owner: John Floyd (Vic.). 
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1999 Federal Concours d’Elegance, 
Canberra, 27th March 


Class Winners 


John Smith (Vic,) 1924 Silver Ghost 
Dubols tourer, 58T™M 


Class 1 Sliver Ghost 


Mick Rust (W.A.) 1929 Phantom II 
Roger Fry tourer, 61WJ 


Class 2 Phantoms | and I! 


Class 3 20h.p. and 20/25 George Forbes (Vic.) 1926 Twenty 
(Trophy presented by David & Diana Jones) Park Ward saloon limousine, GYK47 
Highly commended: 

David Davis (N.S.W.) 1922 Twenty 
Diskon & Molyneux tourer, 42G1 


Class 4 25/30, Phantom lil, Wraith No Entrles 
(Trophy presented by the South Australian Branch) 


Class 5 Derby Bentley Not awarded 


Michael Zwar (A.C.T.) 1949 Silver Wraith 
Hooper touring limousine, WFC67 


Class 6 Sliver Wraith, Silver Dawn, Phantom IV 
(rophy presented by the New South Wales Branch) 


Class 7 Bentley Mk Vi and R-Type Not awarded 
Highly commended: 
John Beagle (A.C.T.) 1954 Bentley R-type, B166UM 


Class 8 Silver Cloud, Bentley S Series, Phantom V Peter Moran (N.S.W.) 1963 Bentley $3, B30FG 


The Silver Cloud Trophy) Highly commended: 
Brlan McDonald (A.C.T.) 1963 Silver Cloud Ill, SCX487 


Class 9 Silver Shadow, Bentley T Serles and derivatives John Sheehy (N.S.W.) 1972 Corniche 

(The Sliver Shadow Trophy) Mulllner Park Ward Convertible, DRH12739 

Highly commended: 

Stewart Begg (N.S.W.) 1975 Sliver Shadow, SRH22236 


Class 10 Silver Spirit, Bentley Mulsanne and derivatives Bill Rorrison (A.C.T.) 1982 Bentley Mulsanne Turbo, BSD06977 


(The Sliver Spirit Trophy) Highly commended: 
Peter Moran (N.S.W.) 1996 Silver Spur Ill, ANT59194 


This absolutely superb 1950 Bentley Mk VI 
(B111JN) was Overall Winner of the Federal 
Concours six years ago in Wagga Wagga. It 
has certainly not deteriorated since then and 
remains a credit to owner Lex Lynch (Vic.). 
This year it won the York Motors Trophy for 
the best post-war car. 
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Special Awards 


Australlan Coachwork Trophy : Bob Roberts (N.S.W.) 1934 20/25 
for the best car with Australian-built coachwork. Martin & King coupé, GLB27 


Post-War Coachbullif Trophy Michael Zwar (A.C.T.) 1949 Silver Wraith 
for the best post-war coachbullt car Hooper touring ll mousine, WFC67 


Ladles’ Choice David Jones (Vic.) 1935 Bentley 34 Litre 
Chosen by ballot of the lady participants Park Ward drophead coupé, B179CW 


Sir Henry Royce Foundation Trophy George Sevenoaks (N.S.W.) 
for excellence following the Ideals of Sir Henry Royce 


Frank Cove Trophy Joy Burns and lan Dunn 
for the most signiflcant contribution to the organisation 
of the Federal Rally 


Major Trophies 


Bentley Trophy Don Peel (Vic.) 1952 Bentley Mk VI, B120PV 
for the best Bentley 


Best Pre-War Car John Matheson (N.S.W.) 1924 Springfield Sliver Ghost 
(presented by R.A. McDermott & Co.) RRCCW limousine, S64LK 


Best Post-War Car Lex Lynch (Vic.) 1950 Bentley Mk Vi, B111JN 
(York Motors Trophy) 


The Company Trophy Mick Rust (W.A.) 1929 Phantom Il 
for the Best Restoration of the Year Roger Fry tourer, 61WJ 


E.J.Vidler Shield John Matheson (N.S.W.) 1924 Springfield Silver Ghost 
for Age and Authenticity RRCCW ‘Pickwick’ limousine, S64LK 


Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd Trophy David Jones (Vic.) 1935 Bentley 314 Litre 
for the best car In the Masters’ Class Park Ward drophead coupé, B179CW 


Overall Winner John Milverton (N.S.W.) 1939 Bentley 41% Litre 
of the Concours d‘Elegance Vanden Plas drophead coupé, B177MX 


John & Elizabeth Milverton (N.S.W.) proudly 
displaying the Overall Winner's Trophy which 
they have now won two years in a row, for two 
different cars. This year it was their exquisite 
1939 Bentley 41% Litre Vanden Plas drophead 
coupé (B177MX). 
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Opposite page: 


Main picture: 1951 Silver Dawn (SDB42), 
Jack Godfrey (N.S.W.). Photo by Kingfisher 
Photography. 


Inset, top left: 1951 Silver Dawn (SDB124), 
Theo Nelson (Vic.). Photo by Brian McDonaid. 


Inset, top right: this R-type is the only car 
that your Editor couldn't identify — but that 
registration number rings a bell! Photo by 
Brian McDonald. 


Inset lower left: 1949 Silver Wraith Hooper 
touring limousine (WFC67). Owner Michael 
Zwar (A.C.T.) was awarded the new Class 6 
Trophy and the Best Post-War Coachbuilt 
Trophy for this car. 
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inset lower right: 1948 Silver Wraith This imposing 1953 Silver Wraith (BLW78) was a familiar sight to your Editor in his mis-spent 
(WAB37), owned by Rob Gunnell & Heather youth. The Park Ward touring saloon coachwork makes good use of the long wheelbase chassis 
Goldsmith (N.S.W.). The Park Ward 7-seater to provide ample interior space and luggage accommodation. It has recently been acquired by 
coachwork is sufficiently spacious in the rear Neil & Louise Matthews. Louise is the daughter of John & Nancy Rolls, who owned it in the 1960s, 
compartment for generously sized occasion- so happily, in effect, it has returned to the family. Inset: the unusual tail-light cluster. 

al seats. 


eff & Lola Priddle (Qid.) again drove their 1956 Bentley S1 (B151CM) The very beautiful 1957 Silver Cloud | (SED51) of A.C.T. Branch 
down from Brisbane. Can't think of many nicer ways of doing it, either! stalwarts Bob & Dawn Skillen. 


We don't see very many coachbuilt Silver Clouds or Bentley S Types in Australia, and this 1956 S1 (B24BA) is of 
particular interest. The six-light (I.@. three windows per side) saloon coachwork is distinctively H.J. Mulliner. Note the 
rear-hinged rear doors, a rare feature on all but formal limousines by the mid-'50s. Inset: ‘cathearal’-style tail-light. 
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What a way to go! With their ‘tall’ gearing and slippery shape, these Continental S Types will 
cruise effortlessly all day. This is the familiar ‘fastback’ styling by H.J. Mulliner, on 1957 S1 
Continental chassis BC75BG owned by Lachlan & Kerry Ely (Vic.). The stuff of dreams! 


' BC75BG: With the rare (on S1s) manual gear- BC75BG: Two rear passengers may be carried, each with a comfortable shaped seat and a 
box it is not just quick but fun, too! good view of the outside world. What could be better for touring? 


An alternative body style on the S1 Continental chassis was the Park Ward two-door saloon. 
Styled by John Blatchley in 1954 for the R-type Continental, it was ‘stretched’ the following year 
for the longer S1 chassis. This is BC44AF, owned by Damien Trenouth (N.S.W.). Pointing to the 
tail-lights and the tops of the rear wings, one Rally participant was heard to remark “someone 
must have had fun designing that”. Your Editor, who knows John Blatchley, agrees. 
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BC64XB: Unlike almost all previous Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley cars, the instruments were 
grouped directly in front of the driver. 
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This design was known within the Company as the ‘Korenental’, after Vilhelm Koren, its 
Norwegian-born stylist who only worked for Rolls-Royce for a short time from about 1958. Phil 
Dickinson brought along this fine example on 1963 Bentley Continental S3 chassis BC64XB. 


Koren’s design was, for its time, bold and 
innovative. The ‘straight-through’ wingline 
in particular was a bold break for Rolls- 
Royce, as were the finned rear wing 
extremities (right). The sloping pairs of 
headlamps (left) were not Koren’s idea 
(he had left Rolls-Royce before these 
were introduced) but were the only prac- 
tical way of incorporating the S3's quad 
headlamps into his design. Enthusiasts 
seem to either love or hate this styling. 
Your Editor is firmly in the former camp. 


Stan Spackman (Vic.) has owned his 1963 Silver Cloud Ill (SDW491) 
since its new car guarantee had barely expired. He still loves to it. 


Above: Peter Moran (N.S.W. won Class 8 with 
his beautifully prepared 1964 Bentley S3 
(B30FG) Photo by Peter Moran. 


Left: a fine brace of A.C.T. Branch Silver Cloud 
Ills. On the left is Martyn Stafford-Bell's 1965 car 
(SJR309) and on the right Brian McDonald's 
1963 model (SCX487). 
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Above: Brian McMillan (N.S.W.) wiping the 
raindrops from John Sheehy’s 1972 Corniche 
Convertible (DRH12739) for the judges. In the 
heavy rain during the drive from the lawns 
opposite Old Parliament House to the Concours 
site the new hood would have been much 
appreciated! This car was the winner of Class 9. 
Photo by Kingfisher Photography. 


Left: Outgoing Federal President and Rally 
Director lan Dunn’s 1973 Silver Shadow 
(SRH16225). Needless to say, lan put his heart 
and soul into this Rally. He and Joy Burns richly 
deserved their Frank Cove Trophy. 


Below left: John Elliott (A.C.T.) at Rally H.Q. in 
his beautifully maintained 1980 Silver Shadow I! 
(SRH41400). 


Opposite page: 


Two blue Silver Shadow lis. Main picture: 1979 
Silver Shadow I! (SRH36543) owned by John 


| Elmes (N.S.W.). Photo by Kingfisher Photo- 


graphy. Inset: 1978 Silver Shadow I! 
(SRH34273) owned by A.C.T. Branch members 
George & Laraine Shores, both of whom worked 
very hard to help make this Rally the success 
that it was. 


Above: Two red Silver Spirits. On the left is 
ASB02939, owned by John & Marion Bateman 
(Qlid.) and on the right ASBO2636, owned by 
Paul & Marilyn Stokes (Vic.). Both are 1981 
models but scarcely showing any sign of their 
18 years. 


Left: A.C.T. Branch member Bill Rorrison's 1983 
Bentley Mulsanne Turbo (BSD06977). Winner of 
Class 10. Photo by Brian McDonald. 


ANT59194, owned by Peter & Beverley Moran (N.S.W.) was incorrectly listed in the Rally Programme as a Silver Spur Ill. It is in fact a 1996 Silver 
Spur, a more recent mode! than the Silver Spur ill. | hear you ask how can the model after the Silver Spur Il! be called just the Silver Spur? The 
fact is that while the Company could have called it the Silver Spur IV, in their wisdom they chose to revert to the original 1980 mode! name! These 
cars, with their genuine Rolls-Royce engines, built before the company that made them was absorbed into the German volume production car 
industry, are increasingly regarded by enthusiasts as the last true Rolls-Royce cars. 
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Fox, Rolls-Royce and Bentley displayed three cars at the Con- 
cours including this delectable Bentley Azure (BKT53646). It 
attracted no end of envious glances and longing looks. Photo by 
Russell J.S. Rolls. Inset: the centre portion of the ‘B-in-wings’ 
badge on the boot lid lifts up to reveal the lock. 


Delighted W.A. Branch President Val Keogh notifying Matt Smith of his 
Honorary Life Membership by mobile telephone soon after the 
announcement during the Federal Dinner. Photo by Diana Jones (Vic.). 


Many years of dedicated service to the Club 
culminated at this Rally in Honorary Life 
Membership for Judith Merlin (N.S.W., above) 
and Matt Smith (W.A.) who unfortunately was 
not at the Rally. Photo by Allan Simpson 
(N.S.W.) 
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The Overall Winner of the 1999 Federal Concours d'Elegance, 1939 Bentley 41% Litre Vanden Plas drophead coupé, 
B177MX, owned by John & Elizabeth Milverton (N.S.W.). Photo by George Forbes. 


Above: the rearward-leaning Wingeda-'B’ 
mascot. Below: elegant Vanden Plas door 
handle. 


Derby Bentleys were normally fitted with a rev counter, as seen here. High speeds could be 
maintained by these ‘M’ series overdrive cars without encroaching on the coloured danger zone. 


The 4,257 cc engine. Note the twin S.U. carburetters, dual S.U. petrol pump on the firewall and the traditional 
Rolls-Royce finishes of bare aluminium alloy and black enamel. Photo by George Forbes. 
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‘Silver Ghosts of Australia and New 
Zealand’ by Ian Irwin. Published 1999 by 
lan L. Irwin, P.O. Box 88, Garran, A.C.T. 
2605. 408 pages, about 260 illustrations. 
$190 plus postage. 


Reviewed by John Milverton 


This monumental work on Edwardian 
Silver Ghosts in Australia and New Zealand 
will become one of the great reference 
books on these wonderful cars, joining the 
illustrious company of The Edwardian Rolls- 
Royce by John Fasal and Bryan Good- 
man. 

As stated in the book's preface, the 
survival rate in percentage terms of Silver 
Ghosts in Australia and New Zealand is the 
highest in the world, and more than 50 of 
the cars featured remain today, against a 
total of 285 survivors world-wide. It is fitting 
that the history of these cars can be docu- 
mentedinsucha complete andreadable 
work, lan Irwin has sought “to develop a 
blend of social and motoring history”, 
which makes the book interesting read- 
ing, together with the photographs, many 
of which are extremely rare. For example, 
there is a fine photograph of 60546 com- 
plete with cowhide vallance, and the 
wonderful photograph of 60551 (AX-201, 
Silver Ghosf) probably during the 2,000 
mile trial in 1907 with Claude Johnson at 
the wheel. The photograph of 2570E with 
Archbishop Mannixin the 1920 St. Patrick's 
Day procession is of historical importance. 

We are given glimpses of the lifestyles 
before the Great War of the people 
assoclated with these cars and also of 
many adventurous journeys and events in 
which these cars and their owners par- 
ticipated. For example, the history of 
60799 owned by Captain Phillip Charley 
includes a history of BHP, one of Australia’s 


largest companies in 1885, of which Capt. 
Charley was a director. Another example 
is the history of 1142, one of the Hordern 
family Ghosts. We are told that Samuel 
Hordern “built new stables and accom- 
modation for delivery vans at Goodlet 
Street, Redfern; by 1895 500 carriage 
horses were kept either there or at grass, 
and the firm’s fleet of 200 delivery carts 
was said to be second only to that of 
Harrods in the world”. The story goes on to 
include the second owner ‘Snowy’ Baker, 
who purchased the Sydney Stadium in 
1908 and who built four more stadiums in 
Australia before selling out to John Wren 
of Melbourne in 1914 (John Wren was the 
central character although not named in 
the book Power Without Glory by Frank 
Hardy). These examples are typical of the 
way people and social history are Inter- 
woven with the history of these Edwardian 


Silver Ghosts and it is interesting reading 
even for those not particularly interested 
in cars. 

The statistics given in the chapter titled 
‘The Long Wait’ are very interesting. For 
example, as at December 1918, 74 40/50 
h.p. carshad been importedinto Australia 
— 38 in New South Wales, 25 in Victoria 
and the rest to other States. These num- 
bers are further divided Into direct orders 
and pre-ownedimports. Many of the early 
coachbuilding firms are mentioned and 
also some of the chassis on which they 
built bodies, Another interesting fact is 
that “no original delivery Australian Sliver 
Ghost of this period which survives has 
retained its complete original coachwork 
and upholstery intact’. Further statistics 
given include the number of Silver Ghosts 
made between 1907 and 1909 that were 
Imported and that “only six of the twenty- 


An ‘as found’ shot of Silver Ghost 1122, lying abandoned in outback Queensland. From Silver 


Ghosts of Australia and New Zealand. 
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two formerly known to be here, have 
been adequately accounted for’. Per- 
haps as a result of this remarkable work, 
another great hunt for early Silver Ghosts 
will occur as happened in the 1950s and 
"60s. 

The chapter titled ‘Rolls-Royce ‘Down 
Under’’ gives some fascinating historical 
facts. For example, the owners of Silver 
Ghosts who owned Melbourne Cup win- 
ners; doctors, graziers and leaders of in- 
dustry who owned Silver Ghosts as well as 
a list of ladies who owned these cars in- 
cluding Dame Nellie Melba, Lady Samuel 
Hordern and Dame Eadith Walker. The 
author points out that the 1930s was a sad 
time for Silver Ghosts in Australia when 
many “cars were converted to taxis, tow- 
trucks, farm utilities and funeral parlour 
cars” and some engines were put to 
various uses on the farm. 

Many were left in the open to 
deteriorate and be scavenged for parts. 
Only a handful of these Edwardian Silver 
Ghosts were still on the road in the late 
1930s and early 1940s. 

This book has about 260 illustrations, of 
which 50 have not been published before 
(or at least not since World War }). A sig- 
nificant chapter contains the fullpage 
photographs collected together under 
the title ‘Gallery of Restored Survivors’, 
portraying the cars as they are now. 

There is an Index of known owners, past 
and present, of these cars together with a 
list of registration numbers and a biblio- 
graphy. 

The author, Club member lan Irwin, is 
well suited for this work as he has had an 
interest in Silver Ghosts since childhood. 
He owns chassis 1404, the ex-Lord 
Montagu Silver Ghost which has affili- 
ations with the Spirit of Ecstasy mascot. 
lan‘s efforts to locate the parts of this car, 
which were scattered over New South 
Wales and Queensland, are to be 
applauded. The long restoration is nearly 
at an end and 1404 will be running again 
soon. The type of commitment lan has 
given to the restoration of 1404 is reflected 
in the compilation of this monumental 
work, 

This book is a must for those interested 
in Silver Ghosts and should be made avail- 
able in major libraries throughout the 
world. 
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‘Rolls-Royce and Bentley in the Sunbumt 
Country: the first fifty years in Australia’ by 
Tom C. Clarke and David R. Neely. Publish- 
ed 1999 by the Sir Henry Royce Founa- 
ation, Australia. 496 pages, approximately 
600 illustrations. Available from the 
Foundation, P.O. Box 4, Chermside 
South, Qid 4032, $165 plus $20 postage 
& packing. 


Reviewed by Roger Thiedeman 


When first confronted by this volume of 
impressive appearance and dimensions, | 
felt the title was a tad twee. Cute. 
Schmaltzy, even. But my doubts were 
quickly dispelled by the Preface which 
explains why the book draws inspiration 
from Dorothea MckKeilar’s poem My 
Country. Not only was McKellar closely 
acquainted with her father’s 1911 Silver 
Ghost, but her immortal lines about “a 
sunburnt country” perfectly sum up what 
this book represents. 

And the book In turn encapsulates 
everything about Rolls-Royce (and, later, 
Bentley) motor cars in a country and en- 
vironment far-removed from anything the 
marque’s creators could have envisaged. 
It is a tribute to these cars, especially early 
Silver Ghost examples, and the way they 
battled and survived harsh, unforgiving 
conditions peculiar to the “sunburnt 
country”, long before Lawrence of Arabia 
demonstrated the reliability and ruggead- 
ness of Rolls-Royce in amore public arena. 

The book is also a testament to the 
men and women who imported, owned, 
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drove, maintained, modified and 
repaired Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars in 
Australia; and who continue to restore, 
operate, nurture and otherwise enjoy the 
products of Manchester, Derby, Spring- 
field and Crewe in the context of our 
Owners’ Club. 

The credentials of the co-authors are 
impeccable. Tom Clarke, an Honorary Life 
Member of the R.R.O.C.A., is a respected 
Rolls-Royce historian and prolific author. 
David Neely, also a Club member, is an 
expert on Australian coachbuilders, and is 
the owner of the appropriately Australian- 
bodied Phantom II 120XJ featured in the 
front- and rear-cover colour illustrations. 
Their respective talents have come 
together with extraordinary success in a 
book that is nothing short of awe-inspiring. 
Rarely would one encounter, in a book of 
this nature, such a depth and breadth of 
research and knowledge coupled with 
skilful, attractive presentation. 

Like any good Rolls-Royce or Bentley, 
this publication comes with an ‘owners 
manual’. A brief but informative section 
explains “How to use this book”, and 
points the way to perhaps the book’s most 
useful ‘set of tools’. These are no less than 
four indexes which alone would have 
consumed phenomenal amounts of time 
and effort to compile. First, there is an 
Owner Index which lists known past and 
present owners of Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
cars mentioned in the text, followed by 
the chassis number(s) of the car(s) they 
owned). This is followed by a Registration 
Index, grouped by Australian state or terri- 
tory, with registration numbers cross- 
referenced to chassis number. Next 
comes a Chassis Location Index, where 
chassis numbers in easy-to-find numeri- 
cal/alphabetic order are linked to pages 
on which they are described and/or illust- 
rated, Finally, there is a General Index, 
such as one would find in most other 
books. 

To illustrate just one example of the 
indexes’ functionality: armed with only an 
owner’s name they helped me locate 
details and the subsequent fate of a Silver 
Dawn a colleague’s uncle had purch- 
ased new from Kellow-Falkiner in the early 
1950s. According to my workmate, his 
uncle was in the market for anew car and 
had his heart set on a Packard in Kellows’ 
showroom. He was soon dissuaded by a 
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female member of the Kellow family who 
dismissed the Packard as “a heap of tin”, 
urging him to take a closer look at a Silver 
Dawn instead. And that’s how Mr H. Laid- 
law of ‘Toora’, Glenthompson, Vic. be- 
came the proud owner of SFC24! 

The authors have fittingly dedicated 
their work to the memory of A.E. (Bert) 
Ward, an engineer who was closely assoc- 
iated with Rolls-Royce motor cars during a 
working life spanning half-a-century, and 
had an encyclopaedic knowledge of 
every example that came to Australia 
during that period and beyond. The stories 
of Ward and other contemporaries of the 
marque’s early daysin this country, names 
like Alf Appleby, B.A. Peat, etc., form an 
important and absorbing part of the text. 

The book begins by describing how the 
reputation of Rolls-Royce products 
reached Australia early this century main- 
ly through accounts in motoring mag- 
azines singing the praises of this new car. 
it reveals that C.B. Kellow of Melbourne 
became the first Australian agent for Rolls- 
Royce, followed by importers in other 
cities. Interest in Rolls-Royce cars culmin- 
ated in the first of the breed to arrive in this 
country, a 1906 4-cylinder 20 h.p., chassis 
40509. Several photographs show the 
pioneering car at its owner’s mansion in 
Terang, Victoria and elsewhere. A few 
other pre-Ghost Rolls-Royces came to 
Australia, but in 1908 chassis 60589 be- 
came the first of many 40/50 h.p. cars to 
find homes here. 

The text proceeds to trace the evolu- 
tion of Rolls-Royce Importation and 
ownership in Australia over several distinct 
periods up to and including 1958. It tells 
how the Rolls-Royce organisation, 
protective of its reputation, lost no time in 
establishing a presence ‘down under’, 
sending representatives to look after the 
Company’s products and interests. Form- 
ing close relationships with talented 
mechanics already in the trade, these 
representatives established good sales 
and service support facilities for owners in 
major Australian cities, and New Zealand 
too. 

In most chapters, the story of each 
period is told through the cars themselves. 
A detailed list of every Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley known to have been Imported at 
that time (and a few cars whose identities 
remain a mystery) is provided by chassis 
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number. The listings include other details 
such as engine number, original owner, 
bodywork, coachbuilder, registration 
numbers, and subsequent changes to 
any of these items. It is entirely possible to 
immerse oneself for many an hour in these 
individual car histories. 

But not only the cars. The exploits of 
some of their owners make interesting 
reading too. For example, the entry for 
25/30 h.p. Wraith WXA68 tells how original 
owner Mrs Kathleen Tennant, during the 
war years of petrol rationing, “would have 
her chauffeur park the car in St. John’s 
Row, Glenelg, so that she could enjoy sit- 
ting in It dressed in her furs, feathers and 
jewels. Not to be outdone Mrs. Young 
nearby parked her lovely but less spec- 
tacular 1939 Buick behind the Wraith and 
besported even more feathers”! 

Indeed, the car histories become a 
veritable ‘Who's Who’ of Australian Rolls- 


Royce ownership past and present. In the 
former category are famous family names 
like Arnott and Syme of Sydney and Mel- 
bourne respectively (both families being 
particularly prolific owners); Sir Samuel 
Hordern; the American-born Chaffey 
brothers, linked with irrigation in the 
Mildura region; bookmaker Sol Green: 
gangster John Anderson; Cardinal 
Mannix; Dame Nellie Melba; Norman 
Falkiner (of ‘Noorilim’, near Shepparton), 
and other famous pastoralist families; and 
many, many more. 

Not forgotten are those who have 
made the Rolls-Royce movement in 
Australia what it is today. People like 
George Sevenoaks (who wrote the 
Foreword), the collector and used Rolls- 
Royce salesman synonymous with 
Phantom | 42AL affectionately known as 
‘The Pumpkin’. Then there was Faris 
Palfreyman, who formed a syndicate to 


The works of Martin & King Ltd in High Street, Malvern, Vic. in the 1920s, with a Rolls-Royce 
Twenty outside. Though a somewhat late starter, this firm was a prolific builder of coachwork on 
both new and older Rolls-Royce chassis. From Rolls-Royce and Bentley in the Sunburnt Country. 
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import secondhand Rolls-Royce chassis 
from Britain and France, usually without 
bodies, for rebodying and resale in this 
country. Along the way Palfreyman built 
up an impressive collection of his own. 
Other collectors mentioned are George 
Green of New South Wales, and Western 
Australia’s Percy Markham. 

The incredible amount of research that 
generated this book is also evident in its 
spectacular photographic coverage. 
Drawn from a vast range of sources, the 
photographs complement the text in tell- 
ing the story of the first fifty years of Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley In this country. 
Illustrations vary from delightful period 
photos to more recent ‘shots’. Several 
photos, some obtained from the archives 
of various State libraries, depict Rolls- 
Royce cars participating in historic events 
such as state funerals, royal visits, Empire 
Day ‘showing-the-flag’ parades, the 
opening of Sydney Harbour Bridge, and 
suchlike. 

Views of personalities as well as 
workshop and showroom interiors lend an 
added dimension to the pictorial pres- 
entations. The authors’ comprehensive 
knowledge is again manifested in the way 
they identify, by chassis number, entire 
rows of cars in dimly-lit photos of work- 
shops and garages. Some pictures have 
been reduced to a size not much larger 
than a postage stamp, simply in order to 
keep this already-large book within 
manageable proportions. Yet even these 
photos are useful for their clarity and the 
visual information they convey. 

The photos that most embody the spirit 
of this book are the ones showing Rolls- 
Royce cars in typical “sunburnt country” 
settings, wearing utility bodies or other 
adaptations to cope with use in the 
rugged outback. Eddie Connellan’s Silver 
Ghost ‘ute’ 32EE and the Falconer family’s 
‘push-bashing’ Ghost 17CB are just two of 
many such examples. 

One of the more outstanding chapters 
Is that on Australian motor body builders. 
Previously not documented in a single 
publication to any great extent, the his- 
tories of these companies and the people 
who created them are vividly recounted 
andiillustrated here — again in fascinating 
detail. These are the stories behind names 
that many of us merely knew from sill 
plates and photo captions In 
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Angus & Son; Moriarty; John Mackey; 
Jackson, Jones & Collins: Smith & 
Waddington; Waring Bros.; Martin & King 
of Melbourne; Diskon & Molyneux — the 
list goes on. 

Much of the work performed by these 
establishments involved replacement of 
original bodies, a not uncommon prac- 
tice when the ravages of the “sunburnt 
country” or the dictates of automotive 
fashion — or both — took their toll. In this 
chapter, yet another example of the 
scope and scholarship of the authors’ re- 
search are tables of all Rolls-Royce cars 
bodied (either new or rebodied) by some 
of the major Australian coachbuilders. 
And if anyone insists that Australian 
coachwork was all very uninspiring and 
dull, just point out the picture on page 226 
of Phantom Il 18XJ with its attractive and 
stylish Martin & King fixed-head coupé 
body. 

Continuing a chronological thread, 
the book describes the impact of the 
Depression on Rolls-Royce sales in 
Australia. in 1931 there were only two new 
Rolls-Royce registrations in this country. 
and none the next year. On occasion, 
new cars were left on board ship at Syd- 
ney Harbour and returned to the United 
Kingdom unsold, because of the 
depressed economy. Later, after the 
Second World War, and aided by the so- 
called ‘wool boom’, Australia regained its 
position as the one of the world’s largest 
markets for Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars. 

The book enumerates the many 
modifications effected to early post- 
World War Il cars owing to incompatibility 
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with harsh conditions in Australia. Mainly 
pertaining to Mk Vi Bentleys, these ‘mods’ 
encompassed radiator capacity, number 
and angle of radiator shutters, suspension, 
bumpers and overriders, paintwork, 
dustproofing, and atterationsto petrol filler 
flaps and bonnet locks. 

No aspect of Rolls-Royce in Australia is 
neglected In this book. Beginning with 
early Royce cranes, there is discussion of 
Rolls-Royce aero engines of both piston 
and turbine varieties, and even the RZ-2 
motors used in the Blue Streak rocket of 
1957. Also coming under the book's broad 
spotlight are Rolls-Royce diesel, or ‘oil’, 
engines and their applications in fire 
tenders, bulldozers, Mack trucks, tractors, 
Euclid dumpers and diesel railcars. 

Rolls-Royce and Bentley in the Sun- 
burnt Countryis one of the most important 
and significant publications ever to grace 
the extensive Rolls-Royce bibliography. 
Without doubt, it is a book that will not be 
leafed through in one or two sittings and 
then left to gather dust on a shelf. It is the 
sort of book that will be taken down and 
referred to time and time again. Which is 
probably why the publishers have 
thoughtfully provided a sturdy French fold 
dust jacket to minimise nicks and tears 
from constant handling! 

Above all, this book is a credit to its 
authors, other contributors, and to the Slr 
Henry Royce Foundation, Australia, who 
have combined to produce a magnif- 
icent record of Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
lore in Australia to be enjoyed and 
cherished by owners and enthusiasts 
everywhere — but especially by those of 
us who call the “sunbumt country” home. 
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Tne Volkswagen “Bentley” — 1 


lam writing about the status as far as 
the R.R.O.C. of Australia is concerned of 
those cars now being seen bearing the 
names of Rolls-Royce and Bentley. 
Readers who are subscribers to our U.S. 
sister Club’s Internet listserv would have 
already read my views on this, but | 
thought it useful to raise it with a wider 
Australian audience through the pages of 
PRAECLARUM. 

At the Geneva show this year Volks- 
wagen exhibited a new car which they 
are calling the Bentley Hunaudiéres (in- 
voking again, as with Mulsanne and 
Arnage, the spirit of the great Le Mans 
24-hour races). This announcement 
prompted a number of R.R.O.C. Inc. 
members to express rave views about the 
car, welcoming it as an exciting new 
Bentley. | commented to the Internet 
group that the car is not a Bentley but a 
Volkswagen, because it has no Bentley 
engine, no Bentley drive train, no Bentley 
anything except a Bentley badge. If was 
designed and built by employees of 
Volkswagen. This prompted a member to 
comment that similar sentiments were 
probably expressed when Rolls-Royce 
came out with the Bentley 3/4-Litre. 

{thought this was a particularly spurious 
argument and thought that | should share 
with you what | said at that point, in order 
to prompt some rational debate as to 
whether the “Bentley” Hunaudiéres — as 
well as future R-R/B-badged BMW or VW 
products — might be accepted into the 
R.R.O.C, should one of our members be 
lucky enough to buy one. Let me pose a 
question: if in 1930 or 1931 Bentley Motors 
Ltd had been bought by Napier (it nearly 
was, of course), or Lanchester, or Daimler- 
Benz, would post-1931 Bentleys still be 
accepted into the R.R.O.C.? The answer 
is, of course they wouldn’t be. These 
Bentleys are accepted into the R.R.O.C. 
because they were designed and built by 
ROLLS-ROYCE. They encompass the 
philosophy and engineering genius of R 
and his successors, not the nameless 
engineers who design and build VW 
engines, drivetrains and other parts that 
make a car. lf VWWhad not bought Bentley 
the Hunaudiéres would still have been 
builf, with another badge. 

The Hunaudiéres is, in my view, a great- 
looking and probably spectacular per- 
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forming car, but it merits no more place in 
the R.R.O.C. than the equally amazing 
Ferrari 360 Modena unveiled in Melbourne 
at the time of the Grand Prix. It has since 
been revealed, of course, that the 
Hunaudiéres is little more than a restyled 
Lamborghini fitted with the revolutionary 
new VW engine. It couldjust as easily have 
been badged as a Lamborghini or as a 
Bugatti, because of course VW owns 
those names, too. 

As | have already said, | think that it is 
critical that the world’s Rolls-Royce clubs 
discuss and make decisions about 
whether the outputs of the new VW and 
Bentley factories qualify for membership. 
My own view is that the Silver Seraph and 
Arnage models are in’ effect Rolls- 
Royce/Bentley-bodied BMWs. They barely 
qualify for membership, but they at least 
have some link to the Crewe company 
and its workers other than just their 
badges. Will the next top-of-the-line Audi 
qualify for membership? Will the next 7- or 
9-Series BMW? Because | bet they’re the 
cars that will bear the Bentley and R-R 
badges respectively in the future. They will 
have no link to the man whose ideas and 
ideals our Constitution commits us to 
fostering. Don’t get me wrong — these will 
no doubt be great cars, and! would love 
tohave one in my garage, but they should 
not qualify for membership of the R.R.O.C. 
of Australia or similar clubs in other 
countries. 

Somewhere in Germany someone |s 
making decisions as to which models will 
wear which badge. If it’s a sporting car, 
will it be a Bentley, Lamborghini or Bug- 
atti? If it’s a luxury saloon will it be an Audi 
ora Bentley, or from 2003 will it be a BMW, 
Rolls-Royce, Rover or indeed a Riley? 
These decision-makers could not care less 
about the history of these marques other 
than what Deutschemarks (or Euros) they 
can get out of them. To believe otherwise 
isto be a victim of these corporations’ spin 
doctors. A badge does not a classic 
make. It requires a lot more than that. 

| urge open, mature discussion on 
whether VW interpretations of the Bentley 
marque that lack any Rolls-Royce herit- 
age should be acceptable as eligible 
motor cars in the Rolls-Royce Owners’ 
Club of Australia. 

Steve Stuckey, 
Australian Capital Territory 


The Volkswagen “Bentley” — 2 


Though it has been seen spelt 
without the second ‘u’, THAT nameis spelt 
‘Hunaudiéres’. It is derived from the 18 
km.-long straight section of the famous Le 
Mans circuit whose full name is ‘Ligne 
droite des Hunaudiéres’, 

None of which alters the fact that it has 
spawned what is arguably the most im- 
practical, pretentious and unpronounce- 
able name in the history of automotive 
nomenclature. It is a desecration to have 
to mention the proud name of Bentley in 
the same breath. 

Roger Thiedeman, 
Victoria 


Radial ply tyres 


Stan Spackman’s letter (Letters, P.2-99) 
regarding radial ply tyres on Silver Cloud 
and S Series cars invites comment. 

Whilst | cannot speak from personal 
experience of the use of radials on the S 
Series cars, | can certainly do so with 
regard to the Mk VI/R-type/Silver Dawn 
models. 

Queensland Branch member Adrian 
Muller pioneered their use many years 
ago on his Mk VI when he fitted Goodrich 
radials resulting in a tyre life twice that of 
cross-plies and better road-holding. 

A few years ago | co-drove a Silver 
Dawn to the Barossa Valley Federal Rally 
and was vastly impressed with the road- 
holding and smooth, quiet ride provided 
by the new Pirelli radials that had just been 
fitted. No ‘tram-lining’ on ridges in the 
road surface and a feeling of complete 
security at speed. 

| could not say that for the cross-ply 
tyres made in this part of the world today. 
When Dunlop and Goodyear gave up 
making 6.70 x 16 tyres and Olympic was 
eventually taken over, local manufacture 
ceased and we had to resort to retreads 
or light truck tyres. Firestone eventually 
started making them in New Zealand, but 
as a tyre they are certainly not up to the 
standard of the cross-plies of yesteryear, 
let alone modern radials. | cannot wait to 
use up my stock and re-equip with Pirellis. 

Only radials of the correct diameter 
and width should be used, otherwise the 
speedometer will be inaccurate and, if 
the tyre is too wide, it will be damaged by 
the steering joint behind the tyre. 

At the recent Federal Concours in 


Canberra | was in charge of the early 
post-war judging team. Both of the out- 
standing Bentley Mk Vis were fitted with 
correct size radials. | certainly didn’t 
penalise them, but rather commended 
the owners for their safety-conscious 
preference! | believe that this is the cor- 
rect course for judges to follow on early 
post-war cars. 

Pre-war cars, particularly the veteran 
and vintage models, are a different kettle 
of fish altogether, although a case might 
be made for the use of radials on Derby 
Bentleys and possibly the Phantom III and 
Wraith. 

With regard to the statement by the 
Company, | wouldn’t read too much into 
it. If | had been given the task of replying 
to that enquiry on behalf of the Company 
| would have played it safe and said ex- 
actly the same thing! With all the changes 
that have occurred at Crewe | doubt that 
there is anyone left there who could have 
made any knowledgeable statement on 
the subject. 

The wheel bearings of the early post- 
war cars are particularly robust and wear 
very slowly indeed, and are readily 
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obtainable from bearing supply houses. 
After 37 years of driving one of these 
cars | have found the entire front suspen- 
sion to be slow to wear, provided the 
centralised lubrication system is kept in 
good working condition. Cars intended 
for Australian delivery were fitted with 
more robust ‘Colonial’ springing and the 
factory used to blank off one of the bleed 
holes in the rear shock absorbers to alter 
their reaction to ‘colonial’ road cond- 

itions. 

Tony Ward, 
New South Wales 


Getting out on the road 


| feel | must respond to some of the 
points made by James Willis (Letters, 
P.2-99), whom | do not believe | have met 
(perhaps | am one of those ‘unworldly old 
ladies’!). 

You are indeed fortunate, James Willis, 
to have owned such splendid cars, and it 
certainly is remarkable to see how prices 
have crept up in forty years — if only we 
had all kept all the cars we had ever 
owned, or the paintings, or the real estate! 

| do not agree that these cars “live in 
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dust-free garages or air-chambers” (what 
is an “air-chamber’?). Some may, but! do 
not know of any. Most of the cars are out 
on the road. | believe there are more of 
the old cars now participating in events 
than ever: 40-plus Silver Ghosts, for in- 
stance, participted in the Outback Wholly 
Ghost Tour in 1996; many cars from 
Australia participate in overseas rallies. 
Even as | write three of our 20 h.p. Rolls- 
Royce cars are touring Ireland, and have 
you read, James Willis, of the travels of the 
Mathesons in their Silver Ghost, or of Keith 
Wherry’s trip through China? | understand 
many a “vulgar” saw these cars! 

And what of local drivers? Speak to 
Graham & Dorothy Singer, to Athol & Glad 
Thain, and to all those other people who 
drive great distances to participate. | 
personally have driven many thousands 
of kilometres over the last quarter of a 
century in various Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
cars of all ages and have savoured every 
moment. 

| should be pleased to meet you on 
your next tour, James Willis! 

Kerry Ely, 
Victoria 
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ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Cars For Sale 


1927 Twenty (GYK82) Jones & Jones 
roadster built to Brewster design. Dickey 
seat, hideaway hood, golf club compartment. 
6-wheel equipped. On blocks for almost 20 of 
its 72 years. Mechanically sound, body not 
concours but clean and tidy. Fully maintained 
and registered. $60,000. Greg Sproule 
07-4683-6282 (‘phone & FAX) 


tinental touring saloon. The last of the cars 
delivered new to the historic Hunter Valley 
property ‘Tocal’. Original and very sound 
throughout. Recent new pistons, camshaft 
and followers, main bearings, brake linings, 
kingpins, tyres. 4th owner 22 years. $120,000 
o.n.o. Max Houston 02-4373-1277 (w) 
02-4373-1052 (h) 


1937 25/30 (GAR43) Martin & King sports 
saloon with camping seats. Melbourne Motor 
Show car. 6-wheel equipped. Solid, smooth, 
fast and reliable. $60,000. Bob or Melva 
Tompkins 02-9634-6561 (‘phone & FAX) 


1947 Silver Wralth (WYA48) Park Ward 
saloon. Black with deep burgundy leather 
interior. Completely restored and in original 
condition. Whitewall tyres, manual gearbox. 
Mechanically perfect, with complete history 
since delivery in 1948. $55,000 o.n.o. Robert 
Green 0417-017177 or colors@caramail.com 


1949 Bentley Mk VI (B235EW) James Young 
two-door saloon coupé, design number 
C10-AM. Chassis in good running order. 
Aluminium coachwork is complete and has 
new floor pan and timber frame. $18,000 or 
offers. Alastair Angas 08-8842-2859 or FAX 
08-8842-1294 


Cars For Sale 


1949 Silver Wraith (WFC67) Hooper ‘Teviot’ 
touring limousine. Midnight Blue with grey 
hide upholstery. Featured on the front cover, 
PRAECLARUM 2-96. A truly magnificent ex- 
ample of the desirable and road manageable 
short chassis model with manual gearbox. 
Fitted with electric division, sunshine roof, 
cocktail cabinet, picnic tables and other 
luxury features. R.100 headlamps. Mechanic- 
ally superb, runs sweetly and quietly and pulls 
strongly. Has travelled only about 2,500 miles 
since complete restoration to the highest 
standard by Rolls-Royce specialists. Mint 
handbook. Winner of Class 6 and Best Post- 
War Coachbuilt Car trophies at the recent 
Federal Concours in Canberra. Full (N.S.W.) 
registration. Nothing to spend. $75,000 firm. 
Michael Zwar 02-6026-2336 


1950 Silver Wraith (WHD6) H.J. Mulliner 
limousine. Electric division and windows. 
Paint needs touching up, woodwork excel- 
lent. Fully licensed. $39,000. Mick Rust 
0418-91-5356 or FAX 08-9379-1261 


1951 Silver Dawn (SDB78) short boot 
manual. Black. Repolished woodwork, re- 
conditioned front end. Two owners, present 
owner since 1956. $50,000. John Wisely 
02-9417-4676 


1951 Silver Dawn (SDB62) Garnet over 
black. Manual gearbox. Only three owners, 
ex-John Laws. Sunroof. All tools and original 
handbook. One of 761 built. N.S.W. reg. 
JM-049. $50,000 o.n.o. John Muscat 
0412-23-3167 


1960 Bentley S2 (B434BS) Shell Grey over 
Black Pearl with grey hide. Factory air con- 
ditioning, tinted glass and front electric win- 
dows. Delivered new in Melbourne. 203,000 
miles. David Ekberg $29,950. 0414-96-0888 


Cars For Sale 


1955 Bentley S1 (B367AP) Silver Blue over 
Admiralty Blue two-pack. No rust. Fully re- 
conditioned engine by R-R & B (running in), 
gearbox, front end, bearings, tail-shaft, carb- 
uretters, etc. Ready for another 43 years! 
Registered to Sept. 1999. $48,000 0.n.0. 
Melva Tompkins 02-9634-6561 (‘phone & 
FAX) 
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1956 Bentley S1 (B24BA) HJ. Mulliner 6- 
light saloon. Unique in Australia. Elegant styl- 
ing is the forerunner of the ‘Flying Spur’. 
Good, original condition. As seen at the 
Federal Rally in Canberra. $75,000. Rolls- 
Royce & Bentley, 210 Kingsway, South 
Melbourne 03-9696-0888 


1960 Bentley $2 (B265CT) Ivory with new 
red leather interior. Mechanically excellent. 
Previously owned by Rolls-Royce Australia. 
Complete tools and continental touring kit. 
$35,000. Bev Taylor 02-9974-4453 


1961 Silver Cloud lf (SWC678) Shell Grey 
over Tudor Grey with grey leather interior. This 
beautiful example is fitted with air condition- 
ing and electric windows and includes hand- 
book, sales brochures, tool kit, current (Vic.) 
registration, roadworthyness certificate and 
RACV report. $45,000. Graeme Hutson 
03-5975-5139 
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Cars For Sale 


1964 Bentley S3 (B602CN) Sage Green with 
ivory leather interior. Winner of best Silver 
Cloud or Bentley S, 1996 N.S.W. Branch Con- 
cours d'Elegance. Factory-fitted air cond- 
itioning, electric windows, new tyres. Fully 
maintained by John Vawser for the last 24% 
years. For sale due to injury. $49,000. Peter 
Foster-Bunch 02-9918-3955 (‘phone & FAX) 


1969 Silver Shadow (SRH6847) Sage 
Green. 98,000 miles. Carefully maintained by 
Crewe Motors. Partial respray 1998. Interior 
perfect due to loose covers fitted. Vic. reg. 
RR-098. Illustrated in P.3-94, p.2377. 
$35,000. Leo Hawkins 03-9776-1986 or FAX 
03-9773-4831 


Parts For Sale 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley parts: mainly Silver 
Shadow, body and mechanical. Some parts 
for other models also available. See full-page 
advertisement in this edition of 
PRAECLARUM for full listing. J.G. Dare Pty 
Ltd. 03-9589-1516 or FAX 03-9589-5982 


Pair Lucas P.80 headlamps, pre-war, out- 
standing condition but need plating, $1,500; 
pair Lucas P.100 headlamps, pre-war, crack- 
ed lens and need plating, $900; pair Lucas 
CFT.58-2 foglamps, suit late ‘30s or early 
post-war coachbuilt car, very imposing top of 
the range lights, very rare, superbly recondi- 
tioned, $650; 1 x Lucas SFT.700 foglamp, 
original flat lens as fitted to Mk VI/R/SD etc., 
good condition, $120; pair Lucas 'Square 8’ 
foglamps as on late Shadow/Corniche, $400; 
pair Lucas reverse lights as fitted to boot lid 
mid-series Shadow, brand new, $65; SCIII/S3 
rear spring, good original condition but needs 
re-setting, $150; Mk VI/R/SD road wheel, 
original, rust-free, $75; early Shadow right- 
hand door mirror, brand new, $65; early post- 
war master cylinder, recoverable condition, 
$20; windscreen frame, chrome on brass, 
possibly H.J. Mulliner Mk VI, sensible offer. 
Robert Penn Bradly 02-6227-4348 or FAX 
02-6227-4488 


Auster screen, large, with folding wings and 
supporting arms. Suit Silver Ghost, etc. Frank 
Severino 02-9558-0342 


Grille shell for Silver Cloud | or Il, complete 
with vanes and badge, less cap and mascot. 
As seen at technical seminar at Canberra 
Federal Rally. $6,500. KJR Coachbuilding 
02-6040-2666 (w) or 02-6025-6314 (h) 


INFORMATION: Classified advertisements 
must be factual and accurate. Persons mis- 
representing cars, parts or services will be 
denied further use of this space. Ads for cars 
for sale must include chassis number and 
asking price. Ads are accepted subject to 


availability of space and may be edited or 
rejected at the discretion of the Editor 
without discussion or explanation. 


Parts For Sale 


Temperature gauges to suit most pre-1939 
cars (two types). Replica of Cambridge ther- 
mometer. $625 each delivered throughout 
Australia. For specifications and drawings 
FAX John Smith 03-9755-3270 


Pair Lucas P.80 chrome headlamps, com- 
plete except for reflector tripod. Very good 
condition. $800 pair. FAX John Smith 
03-9755-3270 


7.00x 21 tyres, 12 newand used retreads and 
unused old cleanskins at $20-$40 each, 5 
heavy-duty rustbands at $15 each. Barrie 
Gillings 02-9144-3787 or FAX 02-9440-9159 
E-mail barrie@gillings.com 


Silver Shadows and Bentley T Series 
breaking for parts. Most mechanical, body 
and interior parts available. 

McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


Literature For Sale 


Silver Shadow/T/Corniche handbook supple- 
ment R-R publication 2856, 44 pages, excel- 
lent condition, $40. Robert Penn Bradly 
02-6227-4348 or FAX 02-6227-4488 


Literature Wanted 


Workshop manual and parts book for Bentley 
R-type and/or Mk VI. Martin McCarthy 
02-4995-6197 mccarthy@midac.com.au 


R.R.O.C. Quarterly Magazines for Spring '60 
and Summer ’60/61. Will pay $25 each. 
Malcolm Johns 0414-28-3841 or FAX 
02-9362-3256 


Services 


We overhaul: hydraulic accumulators, 
height control valves, and minimum pressure 
valves for Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow, T 
Series, Corniche etc. and Silver Spirit/Spur, 
Bentley Mulsanne etc. motor cars. We have 
specialised in Rolls-Royce hydraulics in the 
U.K. since 1979 and are now established in 
Australia. Our overhauled components are 
guaranteed for two years, unlimited milage. 
For example: Silver Shadow/Bentley T 
Series/Corniche/Camargue accumulator 
reconditioning, $295. 

Pleiades Automotive Hydraulics 
(Australia) P.O. Box 40, Gayndah, Qld. 4625. 
"Phone/FAX 07-4161-2512 


PHOTOGRAPHS: Good quality colour or 
biack & white prints are acceptable. Please 
do not send negatives or photocopies. For 
return of photo, please include s.a.e. 
DEALERS: Parties dealing in motor cars 
must, where required by law, quote their 
dealer’s licence number and comply with all 
other statutory requirements relating to their 
advertising. 


LMARR has it! 


Outer hub ring —D ise S~_Inner hub plate 


extension 


Curved 
air valve 


se 
Air lock assembly 


All you need to fit new ¢ Rolls-Royce 


¢ Bentley 

¢ Jaguar 

¢ Hispano-Suiza 
¢ Lagonda 

© Bugatti 

¢ Delage 


wheel discs to your 
Pre-WWIl Classic. 

Write, phone or fax 
for full infomation. 


LMARR DISK,LTD 
PO Box 910 Glen Ellen,CA,USA 95442-0910 
Td: (707) 938-9347 Fax: (707) 938-3020 
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Services 


Metal polishing for all models carried out to 
the highest standard. Stainless steel, nickel, 
chromium all catered for in our workshop. 
McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


Complete Interior Woodwork restoration 
and refurbishing. Broken wood and veneer 
repaired. Exacting standards and authentic 
finishes. No over-restoration. 

McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


Interior Trimming carried out to exacting 
standards using authentic Rolls-Royce and 
coachbuilders’ materials and methods. 
Repairs or complete replacements. 
McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


Travel/Accommodation 


Homestay/Bed & Breakfast, Dandenong 
Ranges, Victoria. Enjoy a restful sojourn at our 
quiet, discrete residence on 1% acres at 
picturesque Ferny Creek and yet be less than 
one hour away from Melbourne CBD. Central 
heating and log fire. Lots of attractions and 
restaurants nearby. $45 pp per night B & B. 
Dinner also available by arrangement Satur- 
day & Sunday, $25 p.p. three courses with 
coffee and mints. Club member Les 
Myghalls. For booking or brochure, please 
telephone 03-9755-2197 


COST: Ads are free to non-trade members. 
Non-members are charged $15.00 for a 
non-commercial ad of reasonable length. 
Trade ads accepted at commercial rates. 
Photographs may be included free of 
charge to members, $15.00 for others. 
Where applicable, cheques made payable 
to R.R.O.C. of Australia must accompany 
advertising copy. Send ads fo: 


Martin Bennett, ‘Allambi’, RMB 3310, Goulburn, N.S.W. 2580. ‘Phone/FAX: (02) 4829 7140 
Deadlines: 15th of January, March, May, July, September, November. 


3-99 


3381 


J.G. DARE 
PARTS FOR ROLLS-ROYCE & BENTLEY 


The following R-R/Bentley parts are now here in stock. Most parts are 
used, however some are new and genuine R-R supply unless otherwise 
stated, 


Engines together with their original transmissions are available from 
the following cars which have been updated with new contemporary 
drivelines and/or stretched to extra LWB corporate/hire limousines. 
Most engines are complete and can be supplied from fan to flywheel 
including all ancilliaries such as generator/alternator, starter motors, 
carburetters, distributors and air conditioning compressors. Some 
engines ran quiet and with no smoke etc. prior to careful removal. 
Others have suffered internal damage and these may be parted out so 
that serviceable parts will be available individually as support/replace- 
ment spares for your existing engine. 


Currently available ex 54 R-type; '59 S1; S2 — several '60-’61; '64 SCIII; 
‘66 Bentley T; ‘69 and '73 SS; '78 and ’79 SSII and ‘82 Spirit (fuel 
injection). Engines can be run on a test stand with formal report and 
video available to purchaser. Power steering pumps are available from 
most of these units as are the fuel pumps which are handy to carry in 
your car as a spare. 


Spare exhaust manifolds and spare set cylinder heads available for SS. 


SS differentials, final drive cross members, pair 2 drive shafts for 
SSpirit. Shock absorber casings front and rear for SS suitable for 
re-insert, rebuilding, etc. Various underbody SS hydraulic control 
valves including accumulators. SS front suspension pins, new 
(genuine) or repro. 


Sets of SS road wheels, powder coated or as is. Vented SS wheel covers 
restored to show quality or as is — with or without trim rings. One 
non-vented SS cover and one vented Bentley T also available. Set 
hub-caps for Bentley Corniche including some (genuine) trim rings. Set 
(new) black plastic R-R centres for Corniche/Wraith II hub-caps. Some 
assorted covers for S Series in fair condition. SS rear wheel hubs, brake 
discs and calipers. 


Heater matrix for $1. Radiator for S1. Some air conditioning parts from 
S Series cars. SS wings/fenders — all corners. 


Attention SC/S Series owners who do not have air conditioning or who 
would like to upgrade to the latest integrated design which provides 
that factory look. Orders received by the end of winter will be discounted 
if sufficient interest is shown. Enquire now in readiness for next 
summer and save! 


Front fenders new or used for SSII. Chrome bumpers (front and rear) 
for SS including the overriders. New badge bar for front. Some bumper 
sections available separately. Corniche II boot badge. Corniche boot 
handle with key. Corniche rear bumper base with R-R badge. 


SS air vents as fitted below headlamps on early SS. SS Headlamp 
surrounds repolished including R-R (or ‘B’)) badges to suit. R-R grille 
and boot badges including the base for the latter if required. Small R-R 
badges for rear 4 panel on LWB SS. New and used original fog/driving 
lamps for SS, bright or black bodies. Spare lenses to suit including the 
black plastic clip over protectors. Front turn signal lamps — new or 
used. New or used parts to suit these. Rear tail lamps for SS (incl. 
Comiche) new or used — 2 or 3 colour versions. Lenses and parts to 
suit. Side marker/running lamps for pre- and post-’72 SS. SS side sill 
mouldings — new or used include to suit LWB cars. SS1 grille new. SS1 
grille restored. SS1 grille shell without vanes. SS exterior door handles, 
boot handles, centre bonnet strip, door sill step/threshold plates 
polished or as is including the special chrome screws for these if you 
need any. Door pillar mount switches for interior light activation. New 
springs for these if required. Wiper arms — new or used. SS electrical 
seat motors (include console switches) and electric window motors. 
Sets/pieces of SS side body waistline trim mouldings including those 
for LWB rear doors. SS battery boxes, new or fibreglass repro. ‘Dagenite’ 
transfers to suit the outer covers of these. 


Electric window motors from S Series. SS electric seat mechanisms. SS 
doors including those for LWB. S Series doors also available, Doors are 
complete but I will strip to shells if required. SS side window glasses 
including rear window. Assorted side glass for Sc/S Series cars. 


SS dash instruments e.g. gauges and switches etc, Interior courtesy 
lights for SS. Fan blower motors for SS. Many assorted SS interior door 
fittings e.g. switch surrounds/escutcheons including the ‘blank-off 
plates for door handle and window switches. Radio aerial bezel — wing 
mount. SS radiator header tank. SS water heater tap valves — new or 
used. SS bonnet and boot. Some interior wood pieces for S Series and 
ss. 


Some N.O.S. relays if you want originality or just a spare. 


SS brake box ‘rat-trap’ assembly and parts thereof. S3 grille with 'B’ 
badge and winged ‘B’ motif. Some exterior trim for S Series cars. Glass 
brake fluid reservoirs for S Series. S1 and S2 fenders/wings, bonnet 
and boot lid. S Series stop light switch new. Front marker lamps new 
for Sl and S2., Sets engine bearings (main and rod) genuine to suit 
4% and 4% Litre; set genuine bearings for SS. Factory steel sliding 
sunroof clip from S Series. Too! kits for S1, SS, SSII and Spirit. Some 
tools available separately. 


Pair chrome finisher/mould headlamp pieces for Spirit including new 
lenses and reflectors. Rear corner tail lamps for Spirit — new. 


S Series turn signal switch plus one to suit SSII. S3/SCIII and SS 
headlamp housing bezel trim seal. SS steering box with or without its 
attendant damper box. Spirit door hinge. Steering coupling rubber 
‘doughnut’ (new) for SS. Rubber seal for SS which goes across top of 
firewall/bulkhead at trailing edge of bonnet. 


Yellow filament bulbs (genuine) to suit S Series — fog/turn signal 
lamps. Some yellow lenses (plain or diffused) for S Serles fog-lamps. 
These are rare. Mk VI/R-type/SD tail-lamp housings, single or dual 
(late). Tail-lamps for these. Pair circular reverse lamps, MPW SS/T 
coachbuilt 2-door. 


Beautiful original Motorola radio from unmolested "69 SS (still has 
original factory notated chassis number taped upon it) together with 
the wood finisher piece. This would be nice for your early car if it has 
been altered in this area due to installation of aftermarket radio/cas- 
sette etc. Original radio for Silver Cloud/S. 


Early Silver Shadow ('66 & '67} Handbooks. One is very good, one is 
mint condition. Some Silver Shadow suspension parts (front and rear). 
Pair Silver Shadow footreasts, grey or green. 


Electric actuators for 3- and 4-speed transmission. Steering rack, '82 
Silver Spirit. A.C.U. box (new) for SSII. Steering wheel with horn button 
for SSI. 


Expert restoration service available to make your trim mouldings or 
wheel-covers etc. look like new again. Enquire. 


Some R-R test equipment and tools available soon — enquire. 


Assortment of Rolls-Royce and Bentley sales literature in excellent 
condition. 


The above represents part of my current core stockholding. Please 
enquire for any specific needs at which time I may be able to assist you. 
If 1 can source at a price acceptable to you any single item which you 
may need, transit and handling costs can be contained by consolidating 
your order with any others to hand provided your need ts not urgent. 
Conversely if you have an urgent situation I can arrange importation 
on a singular item/order basis where the parts are dimensionally small 
and lightweight. In such circumstances air express courier fees would 
be charged to you at cost. I have satisfied several owners via such 
arrangements which are tailored to suit individual requirements. 


J.G. Dare. Tel: (03) 9589 1516 Fax: (03) 9589 5982 
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PRA‘;CLARVM 
Display Advertising 


If your business is associated with Rolls-Royce and 


Now, the Yanks' 

Best Kept Secret (P-sssr 
of 30 Years 

Revealed!!! 


Tang reales 
2028 Ceineraventic 


Los Angeles, California 90025 USA 


Tel. 310-473-7773 


Bentley motor cars, or if you are offering that special car for 


sale, you could benefit from the impact of a display advert- 
isement in PRAECLARUM, your Club’s national 
magazine that goes to all members of all Branches of the 
Club Australia-wide, as well as to members and subscribers 


in a number of other countries. 
Your advertisement may be submitted on computer disc 


or in camera-ready form, or it can be typeset and laid out to 


your requirements on the Club’s computer system as a free 


service. Compare these highly competitive and economical 


rates (colour extra): 


Fax. 310-479-1197 Size: Cost per issue: 
Full Page - 410 

World’s most complete stock of ae ae . ea 
used post-war (1946-96) Rolls-Royce $130 
and Bentley spares. Quarter Page - 
Virtually everything onhand, immedi To enquire or book space, please contact: 
-ately available, and atreasonable prices. Metin Bennett, 
Knowledgeable assistance and aelent 
personal service always. eauiscnn: 


New South Wales 2580 
’Phone/FAX: (02) 4829 7140 


¢ Restoration candidates and drivable RHD 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars available. 

¢ UPS, Alr and Mail Shipments Dally. 

¢ Phone Calls or Fax Preferred. 


©TOM JOHNSTON MOTORS 


PTY. LIMITED 


Powers Parts, Inc. 


Rolls-Royce & Bentley Cars 
Parts & Literature 
Bought & Sold 


Servicing the World’s Finest Motor Cars 


Specializing in Pre-1940 
Bentleys & Small Horsepower R-R 
Parts, Tools & Literature 


| will pay top prices for parts, parts cars, tools 
and literature. 


Dale W. Powers 


P.O. Box 796, 425 Pine Avenue 
Anna Maria, FL 34216, U.S.A. 


(1) 941-778-7270 
FAX (1) 941-778-0289 


powersinc@aol.com www.rollsbentley.com 


13 STIRLING STREET, THEBARTON, S.A. 5031 
Tel: (08) 8234 5600 
Fax: (08) 8234 5607 


(Formerly Dew St, North. Off West Thebarton Rd and Phillips St.) 
Email: timotors@senet.com.au 


3-99 3383 


Australia’s No.1 dismantler of Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars. 


Now dismantling for parts: post-war Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars from Mk VI to 
Silver Shadow. Fast Australia-wide despatch of parts. Very reasonable prices. 
Servicing and mechanical repairs. Excellent spare parts service — all models. 

Engine rebuild and cylinder head reconditioning service. 


Wanted: damaged and unwanted Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars for parts. 


Neil McLean Automotives Ze 


Specialising in post-war Rolls-Royce & Bentley motor cars 


14 Beaconsfield Avenue, ‘Phone: (08) 9250 1400 
Midvale, Western Australia 6056 FAX: (08) 9250 1404 


We can protect your investment 
in Rolls-Royce and Bentley 


Sydney’s best known and most 
experienced Rolls-Royce team are 
committed to provide you with 
personal service and_ professional 
care to protect your investment in 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley - from the 
earliest cars through to current models. 
Call Warrick Booth or Paul Lukes to 
discuss routine maintenance, major 
overhaul - or advice on any aspect of 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley ownership. 


Messrs APPLEBY AND BOOTH 
AT PARADISE GARAGE 
25 DUNNING AVENUE, ROSEBERY, 
SYDNEY, NSW, 2018 
PH: 02 9313 7866 FAX: 02 9663 2105 


www.paradisegarage.com.au 


Federal Council Meeting 
Canberra, March 25th, 1999 


From left to right: Robin Hickman (Vic.), Mick Rust (W.A.), Martin Bennett (A.C.T.), Brian Jenkins (N.S.W.), George Forbes (Vic., incoming Federal 
President), Peter Cox (S.A.), lan Dunn (outgoing Federal President), Ray Zeffert (S.A.), Tony Ward (N.S.W.), Fred Haughtey (Qid.), Kim Stapleton 
(Federal Secretary), Russell Leitch (Qid.), David Ekberg (Car Registrar), Val Keogh (W.A.), John Burns (A.C.T.). Photograph taken on the evening 
of the Federal Dinner by Russell J.S. Rolls (Vic.). 


“A McMILLAN INVOICE IS AN INVESTMENT _ 


A McMillan repair or restoration returns your car to factory specification. 
There is no faulty work that will quickly fail, no short-cut techniques 
and no doubtful parts. 


A McMillan repair to your car’s body, or its wood, or its trim or its leather is something 
you’ ll appreciate more and more over time. Especially the time when you come 
to sell your car, and your prospective buyer asks who did the repairs. 


A McMillan invoice is money in your pocket, as well as the pleasure you'll get 
from handing on a good car. 


Right now we’re busy, of course. But not too busy to discuss your car’s welfare. 
In fact, we'd love you to call us. 


MCMILLAN PRESTIGE 
CAR REPAIRS PTy LTD 


25-27 Regatta Road, Five Dock, NSW 2046 


Phone (02)97445111 Fax (02)9744 5517 
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